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The chief 5k pny of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
y 


nautics to the 


ng personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with aviation, 
--~000--~ 


MAJOR HAYNES RETURNS FROM 


MISSION OF MERCY TO CHILE 


By the Langley Field Correspondent 


Major C,V. Haynes, Air Corps, who wag 
welcomed home to Langley Field, Va., on 
February 14th, after transporting medi- 
cal supplies to Chilean pore Shee, e suf- 
ferers, flew the moderna super-bomber of 
the General Headquarters Air Force to 
Washington where, later in the day, he 
was presented the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for proficiency in leading the 
mercy mission. 

All available ground troops, as well 
as 54 airplanes, were in formation on 
the concrete ramp at Langley Field as 
the huge craft put in its appearance 
shortly before 10:30 a.m. @ ceremo- 
nies were not scheduled until 11:00 a.n,, 
and Major Haynes, with his crew of four 
officers and six enlisted men, circled 
the airplane around the Peninsula until 
the time for him to descend. 

Amidst the plaudits of fellow officers 
and the several hundred spectators, he 
made a perfect landing and taxied up to 
the big plane's usual resting place on 
the ramp, whereupon Major General Frank 
M, Andrews, Commanding General of the 
GHQ Air Force, and other high officials, 
went out to greet the returning 3irmen, 

Major Haynes was the first to alight. 
He was greeted informally by Genera 
Andrews, who joked: 

"Hello, C.V.; where've you been?" 

The husky Commanding Officer of the 
49th Bombardment Squadron smiled, "Just 
been on a little trip, Sir," he 
replied: 

You dia a grand job," General Andrews 
told the airmen, who were also greeted 
by Brigadier General Arnold N. Krogstad, 
Commanding Officer of the Second Wing, 
and Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, Command- 
ing Officer of the Second Bombardment 
Group, 

Shortly afterwards, General Andrews 
extended Bayer Haynes and the other ‘N- 
ers a formal welcome from the 8,400-mile 
trip, which was b from the Peninsula 
airdrome. The B-15 arrived at Langley 
Field from Miami, Fla. 

_ Mr, W.D, Millner, Field Director at 
rer if Field for the American Red Cross, 
Tread a monsete from Mr, Norman Davis, 
Chairman of 

ed the mercy flight, stating: — 

"The brilliant execution of Sd mig- 
sion ef mercy in Venence ne air Red 
Cross medical and surgical supplies to 


his organization, who prais~ wife; his pocen ae an 


' aid the thousands of injured in the 
Chilean earthquake has thrilled and in- 
spired the people of our country, Al- 
though in line of duty, the task was 
performed so generously that it has won 
the admiration of everyone and will al- 
ways remain a splendid chapter in the 
histo of the Red Cross. The Red _ . 
Cross is most grateful. Would you be 
good enough to extend eur thanks. to 
Members of your crew." 

The medical supplies, consisting 
mostly of bandages, serum, ether — 
chleroform and surgical Cages tes 
wore taken to Santiago, Chile, at the 
request of President Roosevelt, who had 
been asked by Red Cross Headquarters to 
authorize the flight. The plane left 

ley Field on February 4th and arriv- 
ed in Santiago. several days later. 

Members of the flight stated that the 
weather conditions on this long journey 
| were generally good, although they ran 
| into several periods of rough and rainy 
weather, They stated they saw little 
evidence of the earthquake-in Santiago, 
which is 200 miles away from the mos 
severely stricken area. ley Field 
| was in contact.with the airplane by 
| wireless during most of the flight. 
| The presentation of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross to Major Haynes was to 
have been made upon the arrival of the 
flyers at Langley Field, but the plans 
were changed when the War Department 

nounced that the award would be made 
by the Secretary of War, the Honorable 
Harry H,. pee reigns S in Washington, 

In welcoming the returning flyers, 
General Andrews said: 

"We are glad, indeed, to have you 
back home after y successful flight 
to aid the Chileah éerthquake victims, 
and I had hoped to have the paar of. 
he aeage- you with the Distinguished 

lying Cross......I extend my sincere 
congratulatitens and hope in the future 
you will have many more opportunities 
of being rewarded for meritorious 
flights. " ; 

Amo the civilians who lined the 
edge of the field were pg Haynes' 
Hayn f Mount PO, end BS 

es, 0 un » N.C.$ an : 
sister, Miss Rachel ines’ of 
Beaufort, N.C, 
{ Fifty-two airplanes went aloft in the 
i V~7988, A.C. 
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aerial review which followed the welcom- 
ing ceremonies, They taxied actus the 
concrete runway in s awe file, then 
seared into the air and gathered in mass | 
formations, In the review were three 
B-17's and six B-18's from the Second 





7 ome 


Bombardment Group; six B~18's from the 
2lst Reconnaissance Squadron; 24 P-36A 


Pursuit airplanes from the Kighth Pur- 


suit 


Group, and nine B-18 airplanes 
from Mitchel 


Field, New York. 
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XB-15 FLIGHT TO CHILE - LINKING OF THE AMERICAS 


By Captain William D. Old 
. Co-Pilot on the Flight 


About midnight on January 24, 1939, a 
section of Chile, extending from Santiago 
south for about 400 miles, was rocked by 
a terrific earthquake. The center of 
this shock occurred in the Concepcion- 
Talca-Chillan area. Chillan, a thriving 
city of some 40,000 population, was com- 

letely demolished, and some 12,000 ee 

ts inhabitants are dead, with many more! 
injured. The quake actually lasted a 
little over two minutes, but for hours 
afterward weakened buildings continued 
to fall. Casualties for the we 
area were estimated to.be 25,000 dead 
and 40,000 injured. The injured reguir- 
ed great ities of medical supplies. 
All available in the Argentine were rush-! 
ed by air and rail to the stricken area. 
Two United States Army bi-motored Bomb- 
ers from France Field flew south with a 
Red Cross representative and all of the | 
serums and medical wan} se that could | 
be gathered up in the Panama Canal Zone. | 
Then, on February 1, 1939, there came an, 
urgent call from the‘Red Cross in Santi-| 
ago to the Red Cross in Washington for | 
certain additional medical supplies. The 
only way to transport. these Aone to 
Santiago, a distance of some 5,000 miles,; 
in time to be of value, would be by air, | 
so the Red Cross requested the President | 
to send a Flying Fortress. This request | 
was Peneaigs g f approved. 

Orders for the trip reached the head- 
quarters of the 2nd 





mbardment Group at | 


Langley Field, Va., late in the after- | 
noon of February lst. Things began to 
hum. Colonel Robert Olds, the Command- 


ing Officer, Goal pntett Major Caleb V, 
Haynes to accomplish:the mission. Major | 
Haynes, the Squadron Commander, selected : 
a crew as follows: - 
Co-pilot, Captain William D, 01d; 
Navigator, Captain John A, Samford; 
Engineer-Pilot, lst Lieut. Richard 
S. Freeman; 

Weather Officer, lst. Lieut. Torgils: 
G. Wold; 

Chief Aerial Engineer, Technical Ser- 
geant Adolph Cattarius; 

Assistant Aerial ineers, Staff Ser- 

eants William J, Heldt, Harry L. Hines, 

vid L. Spicer; ' 

Radio Operators, Corporal, A.M. lst 
Class, James E, Sands and Private lst . 
Class, A.M, lst Class, Russell E.Junior. 


four Pullman bunks and a 


| XB-15 and, if al 


| loading 


| Bel5. 


‘cloud layer that obscured the 





As it was not definitely known what 






Air Corps 


. the weight or the cubic volume of the 


supplies would be, three planes were 
made ready, two B-17's and the XB-15, 
The XB-15 is the largest land plane in 
the world today. It has a wing spread 
of 150 f*¢,andis Ppeehny by four Pratt 
and Whitney double row radial engines 
that develop 1,000 horsepower each. 
: It has 
galley where 
hot food can be prepared. : 
Colonel Olds' plan was to load the 
pega Lhe Boe supplies could ae) be 
Placed aboar s plane, remaining 
were to be loaded into a Bel, Work 
was immediately begun to groom the 
planes for the flight - twenty-hour 
checks were made; one bomb- ay tank was 
installed in each of the B-17's; plat- 
forms for the cargo were built in the 
bomb-bays; 72-hour kits and emergency 
overwater kits were loaded, and the 
planes serviced with gas and oil. The 
navigators assembled the necessar 
mee, charts, and equipment for the 
fl . : All was in readiness by 2:00 
o'clock on the morning of February 2nd. 
At about 3:00 p.m,, February 3rd, the 
supplies arrived - 69 cartons contain- 
ing cotton, bandages, surgical gloves, 
ether chloroform, ray films, hypoder- 
mics, and two buckets of Plaster of 
Paris, and ned@dles. After checking, the 
began. Captain Wittkop was de- 
signated to fly the B-17 that was to. 
take what could not be put aboard the | 
His disappointed expression was 


| unforgettable as he watched the last. . 


carton hoisted in the nose of the . 
aaave for he was anxious to make the 
rip, 

At 6:35 A.M., E.S.T,, Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1939, the xB-15 started roll-. 
ing down the runway into the wind as 
the throttles were opened. After a 
normal run she lifted into the air and 
was soon headed for Panama, via Miami, . 
a distance of 1945 miles. er 

Climbing, we were. soon over a lower 
ground, 
and at 5,000 feet the Major "leveled 
off." About an hour later, the clouds 
began to dissipate and we got a check 
on our drift as we crossed the coast at 
Bogue Inlet, just west of Cape Lookout. 
About 8:00 a.m., the radio range sta- 


_} ston at Charleston, South Carolina, 
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gave us the winds aloft, and we discov- 
ered that at our 5,000-feet level we ha 
a head wind of 52 miles per hour, while 
at 2,000 feet it was more of a cross 
wind, with a velocity of only 20 miles 
per hour, so down we went to take advant 
age of the lesser wind. Palm Beach, 
Florida, was identified as we passed to 
the east of it, well to sea. s our 
course and the east coast of Florida 
were converging, the. coast line became 
more distinct, and at 11:45 a.m., we 
were five miles east of Miami Beach,Fla. 
From that point, Captain Samford seta 
course straight for Panama, which took 
us south almost along the 80th meridian. 

The waters between Miami and Cuba were 
a beautiful sight that oy ~- glassy, 
calm, and so clear that the sandy bottom 
could be scen beneath us as far as the 
Nicholas Channel, just north of Cuba. 
Cuba was sighted at 12:48 p.m., and be- 
fore long we were crossing the low 
marshy coast. The interior of this 
Island along our course was a checker 
board of sugar cane fields, haciendas, 
sugar centrals and palm trees. 

e soon passed the southern shores of 
Cuba a little east of Cienfuegos and 
headed south across the Caribbean Sea. 
For the next 150 miles the sky was clear 
and on the sea enough white caps were 
visible to make the reading of drift 
through the drift meter a simple matter. 
The breaking of the white caps told us 


that we had a surface wind from the east. 


We passed to the east of Little Cayman 
Island, and from there until we pickedup 
the France Field radio beacon, naviga- 
tion was entirely dead reckoning.’ ; 


_ We were in 
and out of clouds and rain for the next 
re oo? La Rede *g = 78 <aetoened <n 

na ance e sse ut 
that the ceiling was 2,000 foot. 80 we 


dropped to l, feet, At about 6:00 
-M,., Panagra, a branch of the Pan- 
rican A r Lines, 


gave us two radio 
veardage indicating t we were to the 
west of our course, and shortly thereaf- 
ter we picked up the France Field radio 
beacon, which also indicated we were to 
the west, so we brought the needle back 
to vertical by swinging the plane a few 
degrees to the left, and at:6:45 p.m, 
we saw a flash of light at the entrance 
to the Panama Canal. It was a most wel- 
come sight. At. 6:55 p.m, we landed,and 
scen thereafter servicing and routine 
maintenance begee 

We were at 3:00 e'clock the next | 
morning, and after getting the latest — 
weather from Panagra, the big plane, 
loaded with 3,000 gallons of gasoline, 
started its run for the "take-off" at 
4:00 a.m, Lima, Peru, 1560 miles dis- 
tant, was the destination, All of the | 
field was used. After climbing to the 
north until we had 1,000 feet altitude, 
we started a slow turn to pick up our 


a 


- 
| 
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| course to the south. Due to the high 


the. West Coast of South 
America, and the peppers? bad weather 
along the coast of Ecuador, caused by 
the meeting of the Humboldt current and 
the Dos Ninos, we did not set a course 
for Lima but headed for Paita Point, 
near the most western part of South 
America, . 

We climbed to 5,000 feet, and in the 
moonlight watched the dark qunele be- 
neath flit by. Soon the Isthms was 
crossed, and we were over water once 
more. About 30.minutes later we cross- 
ed Punta Mala, our last pilotage check 
for some 600 miles. Shor shy ter 
leaving Punta Mala, the nav gator got 
out his octant and made his first cel- 
estial fix, using Alpha Crux in the 
Southern Cross, whi was straight 
ahead, and the moon low in the heaven 
to the west. Shortly after daylight we 
flew over lower cloud bank and before 
long we could see indications ahead of 
the bad weather that we were expecting. 
However, it was no more turbulent than 
that which we had encountered the af- 
ternoon before coming in to Panama - 
just clouds and.moderately heavy rains. 

t 7:31 a.m., our DR position showed 
that we were crossing the equator. 
Captain Old, the only member of the 
crew who had not crossed before, was 
duly initiated by Lieut. Wold, who took 
@ rag that was used to mop the rain 
that leaked thro the front windows 
of the cockpit and wrung it out over 
the novice's head, 

Just as a safety precaution, to in- 
sure that we were not drifting toward 


mountains alo 


' the land and the high mountains each 


time we "went on instruments," we turn- 
ed 10 deg. to the west and. then, when 
we broke out in the clear, we headed 


for the point. Five times we turned 
out and back. ‘Then land was sighted 
thro @ break. Our DR position 


showed that it should be St. Elena 
Point, and a better view verified this. 
After crossing the Gulf of Guayaquil we 
came out into the clear again, and from 
there to Lima we practically followed 
the coast under clear skies. However, 
the massive Andes to the east were 
practically shrouded in clouds. Some 
ortions appeared to be a section of a 


€ er cake - a layer of clouds, a 
layer of mountains Pee layer of . 
clouds, 


There is a surprisingly large strip 
= aree ceeert Tan alone the —— 
oast, bu se surpris 
how fertile and teat ve are the 
areas in this desert where water from 
the mountain streams make irrigation 
possible. We passed over numerous 
villages, some along the coast, some 
back a few miles from the Pacific, From 
our altitude, three things impressed 
one about these villages; first, the 


apparent sturdy type of construction; 
e square with its walks connecting 
- V-7988, A.C. 














the orposite corners, and the inev 
cemetery near the towns. 

At 12:50 p.m., we were on the excel- 
lent airport at Lima, Peru, and by the 
time the chocks were under the wheels 
the crew from the Panagra Air Lines was 
ready to service and assist in an 
sary maintenance. On the Limatambo Air- 


itable 


neces-— Air Corps 





| Monday, February 6, 1939, and after two 
|circles around its edges, we landed at 
‘Los Cerrilos, a very modern airport 
‘used by P ra, ere to greet us 

| were Mr. Wes °y Frost, from the Amer- 

| ican Embassy; Colonel Ralph H, Wooten, 
the American Military At- 


| tache to Shile; Commodore Castro, Chief 


port, Panagra meintains a very modern re-| of the Chilean Air Force; Commander 


paix shop. After a leisure and very: de- 
ightful luncheon at the Country Club, 
we returned to the Airport to check on 
tke servicing. Our schedule called for 
an arrival in Santiago about 8:00 a.n., 
the following morning, so Ne jor Haynes 
set 10:00 p.m. as the time of taxe-off. 
From the American Embassy, where we had 
dinner with Ambassador and Mrs. L.A. 
Steinhardt, we again returned to the 
Airport and made ready for’ the take-off. 
Due to the mountains around Lima, one 
must be careful on a night take-off. 
After we cleared the ground we started 
our climb and headed out to sea for 15 
miles, then set a course direct to 


| Herreros; other officers of the Chilean 
| Air’ Force; officers and men of the 

| flight from Panama, and representatives 
.of the Red Cross. Shortly after land- 
, ing, the unloading of the supplies be- 
gan, mach to the interest of the small 
‘ crowd that gathered around the plane, 

‘| After checking the supplies, they were 
‘| loaded on trucks to be taken to Red 

' Cross Headquarters in Santiago. 

i It was learned that Tieuts, Lynn and 
| Lee, from France Field Panama Canal 

| Zone, were taking off .n a B-18 at 
/10:00.a:m,, on a trip 10 Chillan, about 
| 220 miles to the south, to ferry some 
badly injured earthquake victims back 








Santiago, 1545 miles to the southeast. 
This course took us about 300:miles to 
sea. At 6,000 feet, we were over a low- 
er cloud bank, with the moon and the: 
bright stars of the southern skies above. 
The extremely smooth air greatly: facili- 
tated the work of the navigator in mak- 
ing his "shots" to determine a fix, In 
aerial celestial navigation a bubble oc- 
tant is-used, and due to the accelera- 
tion of the bubble a series of observa- 
tions must be made, averaging the time 
of the observation, and the altitude of 
the body. The smoother the air the few- 
er observations are required. Celestial 
fixes were obtained every two hours, but 
—- vp oe yrs ee ee - egal _ Single rows as tall Eucalyptus, Pine 
fe) ong te where they were relayed to | and Cottonwood trees. , 
France Field, ‘then on eee (an ‘| S..- first bh ge ME Ri che ait. of 
re we were sti over a lower|-the damage cause y e ear 6 or 

cloms dank but, as ge orga: wae BA iad eine! as the Chileans call 4t, 
sun began to appear in the east, we could) was seen at Parral, and from there 

see the outline of the Andes: about 175 southward each village was damaged to 
miles to the east. At first it was very ‘a progressively increasing extent. De- 
difficult to determine whether they were | struction was not confined to the-vil- 
low mountains fairly near; ‘or large ones | lages alone, as many isolated barns ~ 
very distant. Our slow rate of closing | ond farm houses were down, At Chillan 
- a ee latter. It was a | we 3 ne Mg rd oe pile of debris 
over the andhe = the inréctis® atlncustte | prosperoas sity -of “some! 407000 ecdte: 
of the mountains stood out like thé ‘teeth; Newspaper reports concerning the damage 
of a saw, and the clouds that obscured {were in no way e erated; Noting how 
their base gave them an appearance of | completely the demolished condition in 
"*ihsut 16 miles from the coast -tib-i0¥ HWendered how so many escaped. a 

, P Ss - al ae Ss e 

er layer of clouds ended, ‘leaving the ‘ Thetype of build construction 
oa a ete 5 - alts | Seer hile was pro prt Ferponet bie 
our detailed map o e west coast o | for e numerous casua aa 
South America and located our position houses were all very sturdily built of 


to Santiago, where muct better hospital 
‘facilities were available, so Captain 
Old climbed aboard to have a look at 
the destruction to the south, 

Santiago is located about 60 miles 
inland, at the north end of a fertile 
valley that lies between the Andes and 
a lower range along the coast. To the 
south this valley widens out, and is 

‘almost completely cultivated. Many 
prosperous appearing haciendas, with 
their irrigated fields, wore in evi- 
dence, The irrigation canals, fed from 
| numerous streams that rise high in the 
snow-covered Andes, could be easily 

' traced, as: they were outlined with 


definitely. It was found-to be about large adobe brick, with roofs of heavy 
eight miles to the left of the Lengua de | tile, supported by heavy timbers. When 
Vaca, ‘the — for which we were head- (the walls collapsed, down came the 
ed. From there to Santiago’ the problem (heavy roofs before the ‘sleepi ee Sa 


tants realized vhat jee Uappant . 
the 6th of February, ‘salvage work. was 
still going ‘on, and new victims were 
[oer being ‘found. ig Mey "ee 

i ; 


= navigation was a simple one of pilot- 
6.°°2% eA GSTS AOL Tas 

We arrived over the beautiful and very 
modern city of Santiago at ‘7:30 a.m, 
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We landed on the airport at Chillan to 
uwait the arrival of the ambulances with 
the patients. ite a few of the natives 
spolce fairly good English, and during 
the conversation it was learned that they 


had acquired their knowledge of the ~ 
mee through American talicing pictures, 
which are quite popular in Soutls 


America, 

With eight patients and two doctors 
aboard, we headed up the valley towards 
Santiago, and upon our arrival the pa- 
tients were immediately removed and th 
plane completely disinfected. 

In Santiago we had an interesting stay. 
Entertainments kept us busy. We were 

ests of Ambassador and Mrs. Norman 

mour, Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Frost, Col. 
and Mrs. Ralph Wooten, The "Club 
Militare," and the Officers' Club at 
El Bosque, the Santiago base of the 
Chilean Air Force, It was at the dinner 
at the Club Militare that Major Haynes 
was presented with the Chilean "Commander 
of the Order of Merit," and Captains 
Wolfe and Tate, from France Field, were 
presented with "Officer of the Order." 

Major Haynes planned to make the re- 
turn flight in easy stages, with stops 
at Lima and Panama, but word was receiv- 
ed that suitable gas was not available 
at Lima, thus necessitating a change in 
Plans, It was then decided to load 
4,000 gallons of gasoline aboard and 
head for Panama, with Talara, Peru, 
about 960 miles south of Panama, as an 
alternate airport, and where gasoline 
was available. 

We cleared Los Cerrilos at 6:10 p.n., 

8 February 9, 1939, and headed 
southeast to follow down a valley to the 
coast in crder to avoid the high moun- 
tains that were on a direct course. We 
flew over Valparaiso a little before 
dark and, using that city as a point of 
sepersure, we again headed for Paita 
Point. The return flight was unevent- 
ful, except that about midnight the en- 





gines began to ice up. However, this 
was quickly remedied b eum} tension of 
carburetor heat. At about 7:00 a.m., 


| 
our D.R, pasition showed that we should | 
be nearing land, and shortly after pass- 
ng through a light rain area we saw the | 
coast to e east, We turned in for 2 
pilotage fix and identified Paita Point, | 
and.from there set a course for Panama, 
&s we had ample gasoline to make it. 

We landed at France Field at 2:05 p.nm., | 
Friday, February 10th, with 550 gallons 
of gas aboard, after a flight of 19 
hours and 55 minutes, covering about 
6200 miles. The flight from Santiago to 
France Field is the longest one that has 
een made by the B-15, We had received 
rders to remain in Panama until Monday, 
february 13th, thenproceed to Miami and 

end the night there, and de t in 





tarpon fisherman, The fish originally 
weighed 35 pounds, but since that time 
it has grown and is still growing. 

We cleared Panama at 9:15 a.m, on 
Monday, and when about 100 miles out 
we passed directly over the U.S. Army 
Transport REPUBLIC, bound for the Canal 
Zone. The return trip across the 
Caribbean was made in almost perfect 
weather. At 4:20 p.m., we were on the 
Municipal Airport at Miami, where Major 
Andrews had made the necessary arrange- 
ments for servicing. . 

At 5:40 a.m., Tuesday, February 14th, 
we were off on-the last leg of our 
trip, and at daylight we were well up 
the Florida coast. At 10:35 a.m., we 
were over Langley Field, Orders were 
received by radio to land at 11:00 
a.m, and at that time we were on the 
ground, ending the longest flight of 
that nature on record, 

General Andrews, General Krogstad, 
Colonel Olds, and other officers of the 
GHQ Air Force were on hand to greet the 
flight. After an address by General 
Andrews, a Wing review was flown, 

At 12:45 p.m, the crew climbed 
aboard the B-15 for a ge to Washing- 
ton to visit the Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps, and from there to pro- 
ceed to the Office of the Secretary of 
War, where Secret Woodring presented 
Major Haynes with the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. 

t is impossible to estimate the 
extent of the a will which was cre- 
ated by this flight. In Santiago, 
people stopped members of the flight on 
the streets and expressed their appre- 
ciation for the assistance sent by the 
United States. They were amazed at the 
distance traveled in such short time 
and realized how quickly assistance 
could be obtained from this country in 
time of need, It is efforts of this 
nature which greatly enhance the soli- 
darity of the Americas, 

---000--= 

ARCTIC WEATHER OVER SHREVEPORT, LA. 

While e ed in an ordered flight to 
service cetit on Feb 6th, a 
flight of six P-36A airplanes, under 
the command of Captain M.R. Nelson, Air 
Corps, reached an altitude so’ high 
above the earth that the Seupeue sare of 
the outside air registered degrees 


below zero, Centigrade. Strange 
enough, this temperature, when convert- 
ed to Fahrenheit, is 40 degrees below 


zero, and is the only temperature at 
which both Centigrade and Fahrenheit 
are the same. 

"It is believed," says the Barksdale 
Field Correspondent, "that the altitude 
attained (33,800 feet) is the highest 


time to arrive at Langley Field by 11:00 ea from which human eyes have ever 
&.m, on Tuesday, February 14, 1939. Dur- ooked down upon Shreveport and its 
ing our stopover in the Canal Zone,Major | vicinity, Points over 100 miles away 
Haynes demonstrated his ability as a | (Continued on Page 7 
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ARMY RE-CLASSIFIES AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


As a result of intensive study of the! 
flying qualifications required in han- 
dling modern airplanes in order to pro-} 
vide for increased safety and efficien-| 
cy of the Air Corps, the Honorable Har-| 
ry H.Woodring, the Secretary of War, | 
announced today that all Air Corps fly-| 
ing officers will be reclassified into 
the following groups: Command Pilot, 
Senior Pilot, Combat Observer, and 
Technical Observer. 

In the earlier days of military heav-| 
ier-than-air aviation, the single-seat-| 
er plane, or the biplace plane provid- 
ing for a pilot and an observer, led to 
the ratings of military airplane pilot,| 
airplane pilot and airplane observer. 

In recent years the trend toward the 
larger crews required in bombing air- 
planes has indicated the desirability 
of having different ratings which would 
be more representative of modern devel-| 
opment. Furthermore, these new ratings 
would take cognizance of changing physi- 
cal and professional conditions so that, 
officers would be able to fly only 
those types of planes for which they 
are professionally qualified and in ca-| 
pacities only as rated. The new regu- | 
lations also provide for a changing of | 
classification in which an officer may 
be placed as his development during his | 
service may warrant. 

The new ratings are as follows: | 
Command Pilot - All Air Corps officers | 

with 20 years' service in the Air 

Corps and 2,000 hours' pilot experi- | 

ence or with 15 years' experience in| 

the Air Corps and 3,000 hours' pilot | 
experience. 
Senior Pilot - All Air Corps officers | 
with 10 years' service in the Air | 

Corps and 1,800 hours' pilot experi- | 

ence. | 
Pilot - All graduates of the Air Corps | 

Flying School. 
Combat Observer - All graduates of the | 

Combat Observers' Course at the Air | 

Corps Flying School. 
Technical Observer - Those Air Corps 


! 


officers who have not received a i! 


higher rating, or who will fly under | 
this category in temporary circum- — 
stances when their physical or pro- 


} 


fessional condition may not warrant 
their flying under a higher rating at, 


a particular time. 


All pilots to be further subdivided | 


into limited and unlimited groups. The. 


former are those whose piloting must be) 
limited in some way, differing with the’ 


individual, and depending upon profes- 
sional and physical fitness. 

Command Pilot would be senior member 
of a combat crew. In larger type 


planes requiring a pilot, co-pilot, nav- 


|igator, bomber, and machine-gunner, the 


distinct need for an experienced direct- 
ing head, not necessarily at the con- 
trols, but on whose decision depends the 
successful completion of the combat mis- 
sion and the safety of plane and crew, 
has been indicated. 5 

Senior Pilot corresponds to pilot now 
rated as Military Airplane Pilot, and 
corresponds to civil airlines First 
Pilot. 

Pilot - Corresponds to present air- 
plane pilot rating. 

Combat Observer - Takes over observa- 
tion work, defends the airplane in rear 
hemisphere as a machine-gunner and does 
command observation or air observation 
of artillery fire. 

Technical Observer - An officer in 
this class maintains technical profic- 
iency but cannot fly in other classes 
unless physical and professional condi- 
tions warrant a higher rating. 

+--000--- 


ARMY AIRMEN IN HAWAII COMPLETE COURSE 
IN CHEMICAL WARFARE 


January 30, 1939, marked the comple- 
tion of one of the most important phases 
of the January 3-June 30,1939, schedule 
for the ground training of junior offi- 
cers, when 60 officers and noncommis- 
sioned officers of the 18th Pursuit 
Group, Vheeler Field, T.H.,received from 
Lieut. Col. Wm. E. Lynd, 18th Pursuit 
Group Commander, newly engraved certifi- 
cates attesting to their proficiency in 
Chemical Warfare, Capt. S.E. Whitesides, 
Chemical Warfare Service, was the in- 
structor who so ably conducted the 
School. 

Those officers and noncommissioned of- 
ficers graduating were: 
lst Lt. Baxter; Tech.Sgt. Cayhue, and 

Sgt. Booth,Headquarters & Headquarters 

Squadron; 
2a Lts. Eoldiman, Holloway, Cain, Klue- 

ver, Quinn, Flack, Wintezmute and 

Tuell; Tech.Set. Asherowsky; Staff 

Sets. Bailey and Postvit; Sgt. Wells, 

end Corporals Hess, Walsh and Witko, 

6th Pursuit Squadron; 
lst Lt. Kaye; 2a Lts. Robbins, Hammond, 

Posey, Pinkston, Salzarulo, Starkey, 

Sparks and Roberts; Mr.Sgt. Duprey; 

Tech.Sgts. Dorming and Van Matre, Staff 
Sets:Johnson, E.R., Johnson, K.I., 

O'Neill and Villiquette, 19th Pursuit 

Squedron. 


‘24 Lts. Eckman, Barden, Durham, Danson, 
Cole, Hubbard, Robinson and Stuart; 

Mr.Sgt. Webor; Staff Sgts. Brechtel, 
Doughty, Duggar and Smith, T.R., and 
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MODERN SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AT LANGLEY FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


The construction of the children's 
school at Langley Field, Virginia, 
which will be one of the most modern 
and well-equipped educational institu- | 
tions in the Tidewater area, is about | 
65 percent complete and the builder's | 
completion date is June 24th, accord- | 
ing to a recent statement of Lieut. 
Clarence Renshaw, Constructing Quarter-| 
master at Fort Monroe, Va., and the 
Air Station of the Peninsular area. 

Located on Dodd Boulevard and approx- 
imately midway between Thompson and | 

-Bowen Streets, the school is being 
erected by E. & E.J. Pfotzer of Phila- 
delphia, at a contract price of 

67,000. The sum of $75,000 was al- 
otted for the school, and the remain- 
ing funds will be expended by the Con- 
structing Quartermaster for the in- 
stallation of the necessary outside 
facilities, such as roads, walks,land- 
scaping, etc.,and the purchase of 
school equipment not required to be 
installed under the vailding contract. 

Erected over a concrete foundation 
and floor with brick walls, slate roof 
and tile partitions, and being air-con- 
ditioned and heated, the school will 
be modern and fireproof in every de- 

. tail. With its architecture resem. 
bling the style of early colonial days, 
the building, when completed, will pre- 
sent the same general exterior finish 
as the post chapel, which is located 
directly across Dodd Boulevard. The 
rear of the school building faces the 
station hospital. 


} 
Hl 
| 
| 
| 


} 


The walls of the structure are rough-| 


surfaced and constructed of variegated 
brick with limestone trim. It is de~ 
signed as an "H" and has an overall | 
measurement of 167 feet by 85 feet. 
The main part of the building, or 
center wing, is 107 feet by 30 feet, 
and consists of an entrance hall and 
corridor, boys' and girls' rest-rooms, 
heater room, book room and one class- 
room with a seating capacity of 25. 
Also included in the main part is an 
assembly room, or auditorium, which 
will seat 128 persons. At the east 
end of the auditorium is an elevated 
stage equipped with a screen and drop 
curtain extending across the full . 
width of the room. : 
Plans call for a projection room at 
the west end of the book room, which 
will be equipped with motion picture 
apparatus for the projection of $5 mm. | 
film (full-sized or normal films).° | 
Most 6ducational films shown in schools | 
are either 8 or 16 mm., which are so 
marrow in width that difficulties are 


| lines, will be a small play ring. 
| pupils will have the comfort of a large 
' open fireplace during inclement weather. 


encountered in the large magnifications 


inecessary properly to display the 
' pictures. 


Housed in the west wing of the build- 
ing, which is 35 feet by 30 feet, are 
two classrooms with seating arrangements 
for 30 and 35 children respectively; the 
principal's office and kindergarden. 

The kindergarden will include several 


' innovations and will be well equipped 


for the purpose intended. On the hard- 
wood floor, marked off in permanent 
The 


Along one wall will be built-in book 
benches with bookcases arranged on both 
sides. 

Between the classrooms is the princi- 


|pals's office from which an electric 
' assembly and dismissal gong is control- 


The east wing has the same over-all 
dimensions as the west wing and will 
contain two classrooms, one for 30 and 

he other for 25 pupils. Between the 
rooms is to be placed a teachers' lounge 
and meeting room. 

The building will contain 10 rooms and 
will have a seating capacity of 175, ex- 
clusive of the auditorium and the kinder- 
garden. 

When construction has been completed, 
equipment will be installed and the 
grounds will be landscaped, it being An- 
ticipated that the School will be ready 
for occupancy by the opening of the fall 
term. 0 
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Chemical Warfare Instruction in Hawaii 
(Continued from Page 6) 





Crease Graham, Henson and Thomas, 
26t 


Attack Squadron. 
lst Lieut. Cacreur , Staff Sergeants 


| Carnes, Garten and Gaudry, Sergeants 

| Felkner, Geisinger and Vaughn, and Cor- 
' porals Bayham and Wales, 18th Air Base 
| Squadron, 


---~000--~ 


Arctic Weather over Shreveport, La 
(Continued from Page ES 

were visible to the pilots of the gix 
airplanes as they flew above Shreveport 
over six mises in the air, 
_ Members of the fiight, in addition to 
Captain Neison, were Cavtain Sanders, 
Lieuts. Tacon, Grove, Keith and Miller, 
of the 55th Pursuit Squadron, 


~~-0U0--= 
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The Flying Cadets who graduated on February | 
1, 1939, from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly | 
Field, Texas, and were commissioned second | 
lieutenants in the Air Reserve, were placed on | 
active duty at Kelly Field for a brief period 
pending their assignment to various Air Corps 
stations in the United States and in the Insular 


| 


possessions. 

Special Orders of the War Department, recent- | 
ly issued, relieved these newly coumissioned 
Reserve officers from their assignment and duty | 
at Kelly Field on February 14th, and assigned | 
them to the stations as indicated below: 


To March Field, Calif. 


Glen Robbins Birchard Lawrence William Coyle 
John Huie de Russy George Henry Gutru, dr. | 
Ernest Gordon Ford Harold Marklin Harman | 
Jean Dowell Gilmore James Allison Johnson — 
Harry Joseph Holt WilliamArchibald Lanford ; 
Henry Preston King George Wayne Thornbrough | 
Maurice Allen Morgan Eugene Terry Yarbrough 
Ralph Lorimer Oliver JEHarold Willsie 

William James Wrigglesworth 


To Mitchel Field, N.Y. 


Chester Charles Busch Charles Paul Sheffield 
John Joseph Doerr Campbell Henderson Gould | 
Dwight Francis Lewis Malcolm McMillan Heber 
Thomas Carl McNeal Frederick Neil Philbrick | 
Brian O'Neill *Franklin Emmett Schroeck ; 
Parker Fall Schofield “Bernard Willmore Veatch | 

*For duty with 97th Observation Squadron 


To Selfridge Field, Mich. 


James Alex Barnett George Herbert Armstrong | 
Robert Lee Baseler John Landrum Brownewell | 
Willis Eugene Beightol James Robert Bruce, Jr. | 
Eugene Louis Clark Oliver George Cellini 
Newton Robert Dick John Scrimgeour Evans | 
Albert Jenkins Charles Nelson Fendrich . 
Neil Arnold Newman Frederick Charles Grambo | 
Edgar Allen Romberg Archibald Yoodrum Moore | 
Delmer Norris Skow Paul Lehmann Glenn kioore| 
Raymond Frank Rudell Heman Ward Randall, Jr. | 
Burton Bugene Schwind Robert Richard Howland | 
Joseph Columbus Smith William Howard Swanson 
Eugene Lee Strickland John Jacob Van der Zee |, 
Thomas B. Summers Harold Jemnings Whiteman | 
William Waller, III Woodrow Burton Wilmot | 
Robert Denforth Van Auken | 


To Barksdale Field, La. 


Frank Lowry Dunn Martin Perdue Crabtree 
Harry Leslie Gelusha Holden Fowler Ellison 
Charles Afton Gayle Jack Simmons Jenkins 
William Lane, Jr. Cecil James Looke, Jr. 
Seth Jefferson McKee Jack William Saunders | 
Charles Roy Sneed Williem Emmett Stinson | 
Leonard J.Barrow, Jr. David Dickson Terry,Jr. | 

Clarence Leonard Tinker, Jr. | 


To Hamilton Field, Calif. 


Harold Newt Chaffin Robert Edward Crouch 
Clarence Shipe Chiles John Eugene Dougherty 
George Edward Glober Theodore Fred'k Holsteen 
Donald McKay Keiser Clarence Vernon McCauley 
Clarence Arthur Neely Harold Caldwell Smelser 
Bruce Burns Price Truman A. Spencer, Jr. 




















| John Edgar Carmack 
' Keith Karl Compton 


| J. Garrett Jackson 


| Robort Burl Mueller 
: Kyle 


, Leonard Boston Storm Carrell Thurman Murrell 


| Roy Milton Carter 


Curtis Edward Wood 


8 
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STATION ASSIGNMENT OF ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL GRADUATES 


To Langley Field, Va. 


Wilson Harper Banks Theodore R. Aylesworth 
Raymond Joseph Busse Falph Anderson Barksdale 
William S. Barksdale,Jr. 
Raymond Fred Bloszies 
Charlie Rankin Bond, Jr. 
Raoul Joseph Bourgoin 
Paul M. Brewer, dr. 
Skidmore Neale Garrett 
Otha Bennett Hardy, Jr. 
John Bailey Henry, Jr. 
Hugh Boyd Manson, Jr. 
Philip Lambeth Mathewson 
Orville Potter William Wallace Momyer 
oyd Riddle Robert L. Morrissey 





Arthur Ray De Bolt 
James Giannatti 
Virgil wonroe Gillum 
James Alva Howard 


Joe Kennith McNay 
James Daniel Mayden 


Phili 


Sullins Preston Turner Gerhard John Schriever 


*Harold Thaddeus Babb *Theodore Wightman Tucker 


*For duty with 3rd Observation Squadron 


To the Haweiian Department 

“illiem Simms Hindson 
Cecil Lee Faulkner Thomas Harber Holbrook 
Byron Eugene Hall Wm. Edward Hubbard, II 
William Allen McClure Jake McDonald Marcwm,Jr. 
Charles Martin Opeil Weldon Halliwell Smith 





, Edward Charles Teats Raymond Robert Sourgeon 


Earl Wilson Worley 
Harold Frederick Wilson 


To the Panama Canal Department 


James Dean Berry Charles William 3o0gan 
Marshall Pyron Camp JohnPreston Breckenridge 
Leon Welton Gray Kingsbury E. Parker, Jr. 
David McNair Peffer Herbert A. Von Tungeln 
Thomas Cullen Gnith John William Weltman 


To Fost Lewis, Washington 








| Roy William Gustafson Albert Benton Edwards,Jr 


To Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kans. 
Harold Emmett Humteld 


To Noffett Field, Calif. 
John Albert Rouse 
To Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C. 











| Thomas Fletcher, Jr. 


To Scott Field, Belleville, Ill. 
Frank William Jarek Clarence Peter Wiltjer 
James Frederick Setchell 
To Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas 
Andre Jacques Dechaene 








' Sidney Bruce Gimble, Jr. 


To Fort Knox, Ky. 
Charles Sylvester Marshall 





| Adolf Milton Wright 


Special Orders of the War Department an- 
nounce the appointment of Colonel George H. 
Brett (Air Corps) General Staff Corps, as As- 
sistant to the Chief of the Air Corps, with 
the rank of brigadier general, for the period 
of four years, beginning Feb 18, 1933, 
his relief as Chief of Staff, Air Force, 
Langley Field, Va, and from the General Staff, 
and his assignment to duty at Wright Field,O., 
and as Commandent, A.C. Engineering School. 
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"FLYING FORTRESS" ON EXHIBITION 
AT GOLDEN GATE FAIR 


The Army Air Corps and Hamilton Field 
can now boast the distinction of being 
officially represented at the Golden 
Gate Internatio Exposition, since 
the delivery to Treasure Island Satur- 
day, February 4th, of the B~-17 "Flying 
Fortress", 

The story of the piecing of the plane 
on Treasure Island is one of difficul- 
ties and, well, situations. Major.C,.P. 
Talbot, the hard-working Base S-2, S-3, 
S~4 Officer at Hamilton Field, was de- 
tailed, in addition to his other duties, 


to handle the details of the project 
from its inception. Major Talbot was 
all set early in Jan to fly the 


nay to the Island, which is not more 
han five miles away from Hamilton 
Field by water, and land her in a suf- 
ficiently clear, smooth area, weather 
permitting, wind right, and all the 
other "ifs" contingent upon getting 

the vig ship on the little man-made 
island. 

But luckily, before the proposed 
flight was made, some slight obstruc- 
tions were noted in the "clear, smooth 
area", These obstructions proved to 
be lamp posts, which the Exposition 
workers had inadvertently set in cement, 
checker-boarding the intended landin 
spot, and consequently making a landing 
on the island out of the question. 

This situation might have stumped the 
ordinary individual, but not the Army. 
The B-17 was flown to old Crissy Field 


and placed near the sea wall, where she 
could be put on a barge and towed to 
the island. It was at this point that 


the Army found out about tides, winds, 
and the wetness of the Pacific Ocean, 
The ramp, built to hold up the 12-ton 
load from the sea wall to the barge, 

failed to withstand the hi tide, and 


conseguently was beached thirty feet 
away the = before the fateful jour- | 
ney was to take place. 


Undaunted, however, another r was 
built on the following morning. The 
os was put on the barge, towed, and 

ifted cver the. sea wall on Treasure 
Island by crane, and now she stands re- 
splendent in the center of all the Fed- 
eral exhibits. 

After a bath, a coating of shellac 
to withstand the weather, and plenty 
of metal ee | on the part of her 
grooms, the B-17 is ready for all com- 
ers to the Fair not only to see, but 
inspect inside and satisfy that flying 
urge. " 
ermanently detailed from Hamilton 
Field to the Exposition for its dura- 
tion, Feb. 18th to December, 1939, to 


ment of the B-17, will be lst Lt. Robin 
C. Cannon, 2d Lt. William R. Stark, Sgt. 
Nolan L. Thibodeaux, Pvts. 1/cl Ernest 
G. Werner and Clarence A. Le Mieux, and 
Pyts. Robert 
The link trainer, which will be on 
O3 spay and at the disposal of anyone 
having in his possession a pilot's li- 
cense, is expected te provide some 
amusement and diversion for the men on 
this detail, who anticipate a constant 
barrage of questions and not as much fun 
as you might wee on such a mission, 
-——=-9 Oo--=— 


ARMY EXHIBIT AT SAN FRANCISCO EXPOSITIOi 


Included in the U.S. Army Exhibit at 
the San Francisco Exposition on Treasure 
Island is a large mosaic of the San 
Francisco Bay area. Visitors to the 
Fair can see a clear lay-out of San 
Francisco, the Golden Gate Bridge, the 
Oakland Bay Bridge, Treasure Island, 
and many other interesting details. 

The map, covering an area of 108 sq. 
miles, is 8 ft. wide by 12 ft. long. 
Seven hundred pictures were used in 
laying the mosaic. They were taken 
from an elevation of 6,000 ft. with a 
K-3B camera. Three months were spent 
in completing this tedious work and 
credit for the fine job is accorded 
Moffett Field, Calif., personnel in the 
persons of 24 Lt. Karl L.Polifka, A.C., 

ilot; Pvt. J.D.Goldstein, photographer; 
t.Sgt. Raymond M. Bishop, for the lay- 
ing out; and Pvt. lst Cl. James West, 
the painter. _ 


GAS DEFENSE TRAINING AT HAMILTON FIELD 


The 88th Reconnaissance Squadron, Ham- 
ilton Field, Calif., has completed in 
January 1939, a course in "Defense 
Against Chemical Attack", and in train- 
ing each of its officers and six en- 
listed men to act as Unit Gas Officer 
and Gas N.C.0O. The instructor was lst 
Lt. Leslie 0. Peterson, A.C., a gradu- 


late of the Chemical Warfare School at 


Edgewood Arsenal, Md. The course was 
given over a period of two weeks and a 
total of sixteen hours was spent in lec- 
tures. At the close of the instruction, 
each student entered a gas chamber to 
emphasize the effectiveness of the army 
gas mask, In addition, concentrations 
of the common chemical agents were set 


lup in the field so that the class could 
|identify and familiarize themselves 


with the characteristics of each. After 
completion of the course, each student 
was presented with a diploma. 





guard and explain the parts and equip~ 
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SOLDIER'S MEDAL AWARDED CORPORAL WILSON 


Corporal Frederick H, Wilson, Air 
Corps, 2nd Air Base peeeenene Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., was awarded the Soldier's 
Medal for heroism displayed in extin- 
guishing a fire in a burning airplane. 

The presentation was made on February 


tain J.M. Bevens, Air Corps, Base Adju- 
tant, read the following War Department 
Citation: 

"Frederick H. Wilson, R~-1845622, — 
vate, air mechanic, second class, Air 
Corps, (now Cor oral), United States 
Army. For heroism displayed in extin- 
guishing a fire in a burn 


| 


ss LIN AM Mni NY Banc eS 


was led by Captain John E, Bodle, of 


the 33rd Pursuit Squadron, and the 
planes were flown from the Curtiss 
lant at Buffalo, The new type ships 


? 


lew at an altitude of 13,000 feet, and 


' no attempt was made to establish a 


record of any kind, since the planes 


/are new and the flight was a military 
11, 1939, by Major General Hugh A. Drum, | 
Commanding General, 2nd Corps Area, Cap-| 


| ried to Langley 


formation, 
Several P-36A planes have been fer- 
ield in recent weeks. 


| Twenty-four of the silvery one-seaters 


articipated in the aerial review held 


| io honor of Major Caleb V, Haynes fol- 


lowing his return from a mercy mission 


| to South America. 


ng airplane at | 


Mitchel Field, New York, on July 5, 1938,' 


Noticing that a fire had started in the 
right w < of an airplane which was be- 
ing taxied by him to a position near 
several other parked airplanes, Private 
Wilson turned off the fuel valves and 
the master ignition switch of the ship, 
leaped to the ground, and picked up a 
fire extinguisher, played ts contents 
on the blaze. On the arrival of the 
fire truck, Private Wilson, with com- 
plete disregard of his personal safety, 
well knowing that all fuel tanks dof the 
airplane were full and that there was 
imminent danger of an explosion, ran to 


the truck, seized a hose and played fire- 
‘ance of monotony. 


extinguishing chemical therefrom on the 
blazing ae until the fire was extin- 
~ 


ished, after which he again tooka 

ad exti isher, climbed into the still; 
moe 3 ship and emptied its contents 
into the cite of the blaze. The heroism 


ee pa gp by Private Wilson on this oc- 
casion averted possible loss of human 
life and prevented the destruction -f 
valuable government property.": 
Following the presentation of the 

medal, the entire command of Mitchel 
Field passed in review for General Drum 
and Corporal Wilson to the strains of 


martial music supplied by the 62nd Coast 


Lie Band from Fort Totten, Long 
Island, New York, 


The News Letter Correspondent declares 
that the entire command of Mitchel Field 
is proud of Corporal Wilson's actions in 


averting what might have been a fatal 

accident and wish him continued succes 

in the Air Corps. a 
---000--- 


FAST FLIGHT BY NEW PURSUIT PLANES 


Officials at Langley Field, Va., were 
" te satisfied" with the performance 
of five new P-364 Pursuit p anes which 
were flown on February 17t. 
New York, to the Peninsula airdrome. 

These BAe, planes which became a part 
of the war birds of the Eighth Pursuit 
Group, made oman tionally ast time on 
the approximately 432-mile 


Langley Field and Buffalo. The flight 


from Buffalo, 


| 


---000--~ 
QUARTERS AT HICKAM FIELD 
The long awaited quarters at Hickam 


| Field, T.H,, have reached partial com- 


pletion, and. the first of mepryeny 
found a number of ¢fficersef the Sth 

Bombardment Group and of the 18th Wing 
moving out to the new post. "The Con- 


' struction Quartermaster has apparently 


done another fine job," declares the 
News Letter Correspondent, "and it is 
@pparent that Hickam Field will soon 


| take its place as one of the most at- 
| tractive Air Corps posts." 


The construction of the 
{ 


uarters has 
been so planned as to avoid the appear- 
During the past sev- 


| eral years an efficient nursery has 


jaunt between | Texas. 


| been ae on the post, and thous- 


ands of flowering plants, shrubs and 


| trees are available for use in beauti- 


ing the post. Landscaping and law 


| fs 
| planting in the vicinity of the quar- 


: ters are nearing completion, thus add- 
‘ing considerably to the appearance of 

| the post, 
---000--~ 


SOMETHING BIG IN THE WAY OF A TRUCK 


An item of equipment which has long 
been desired by the San Antonio Air De- 
pot, Duwican Field, Texas, was just re- 
'ceived, namely, a magnificent new a 
| 0-2 Wrecking Truck (airplane "crash" 
| truck), manufactured by the Corbitt 
| Company, Henderson,. N.C. This monster 
| vehicle, which weighs: 26 tons, is 70 
| feet long, has 22 wheels, and is power- 
|ed with @ 250 h.p: motor, It was 
| driven from Henderson to Duncan Field 
i by. truck drivers Edward Lanotte and 
| E.G. MceMonigal, of the Motor Transport 
| Department of the Depot, and the dis- 
| tance of 1900.miles was covered in due 

time without a single incident to mar 
| the journey, which might. constitute 
| Something of a record, They passed 


| through the States of North Carolina, 
{South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
|Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and 
incere appreciation is due to 
Continued on page 11). 
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ENLISTED MEN ASSIGNED TO WEATHER SCHOOL 


Syecial Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, direct the fo sowing 
named enlisted men of the Air Corps to 
process 

y military aircraft if practicable, 
otherwise by rail, to the Air Sa 
Weather School, Patterson Field, Fair- 
field, Ohio, to report not later than 
February 27, 1939, for the forecasters 
course commencing on that date: 


First Weather Region 
Staff Sergeant Bernard C, Hoffman and 


Cosme Henry A. Smitt, from Fort Lewis, 


Washington, 

Private First Class James A.Rosentiel, 
from Hamilton Field, Calif. 

Privates First Class Claude N. Hall 
ang, eeaee As Pope from March Field, 

a ° 


econd Weather Region 
canni Rarl M. Gay, from Aberdeen 


Proving Ground, Md. 

Private Ross A. Somers, from Fort 
Bragg, N.C. 

Corporal Dale W, Akins, Private 
-\ateaaaian C. Snyder, from Langley Field, 

a. 

Corporal Stephen Kubica, from Bolling 
Field, D.C. 

Corporal Kenneth W. Smith, from 
Chanute Field, I1l. 

Privates First Class Harold F, Guth 
and Lester R. Robinson from Patterson 
Field, Ohio, 

Privates First Class Keith H, Asher 
and Charles H, Harrison from Scott 
Field, Ill. 

Private First Class Leonard A. 
Trojanoski, from Mitchel Field, N.Y. 


Third Weather Region 
Private First Class Charles F, Needell, 


from Post Field, Okla. 
Privates Kenneth H, Smith and Herbert 
J. Gustafson, from Barksdale Field, La. 


Corporal Donald D, Fay, Privates First 


without loss of grade or rating, 


Class Maxwell W. Roman and John P. Crews, 


from Kelly Field, Texas. 

Corporal Earle W. Clifton, from Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas. — 

Private First Class LeRoy N. Cooking-~- 
ham, from Hensley Field, Texas. 

Corporal Coyd C. Gibbs, from Biggs 
Field, Texas. 

---000-—— 


MAJOR DAVIES DELIVERS TALK TO RESERVES 


Major Isaiah Davies, Air Corp 
tor of Flying at the kir Corps Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, was 
the principal speaker at a meeting of 
the Reserve Officers Association of the 
United States (Dallas Chapter) at 
Hensley Field, Texas, on the night of 
February 8th. 


ed to 175 Reserve Officers (of all 


branches) of the Dallas Chapter at their 


regularly scheduled meeting, A great 


8, Direc- 


Major Davies' very inter- 
esting and instructive talk was deliver- 


| 


deal of favorable comment was received 

from listeners as well as the local 
ress. Major Davies' topic was "The 
.S. Army Air Corps." 


KELLY FIELD FACULTY HEARD ON THE AIR 


Several members of the reeneay of the 
So s Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
eid, 


exas, were recently heard in a 
series of radio broadcasts over station 
KTSA, "The Voice of the Light," San 
Antonio, Texas, sponsored by the San 
Antonio Junior Chamber of Commerce, The 
talks were based on training activities 
at the Advanced Flying School, and were 
a continuation of the recent talks 
abe by the faculty of the Primary 
skys 1 chool, Randolph Field, Texas. 

n the first of these radio broad- 
casts, Thursday, February 9th, Colonel 
Eugene A, Lohman, Air Corps, Assistant 
Commandant of the Air pee 9 Advanced 
Flying School, was interviewed by Mr. 
LC. e, Chairman of the Aviation 
Committee of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. Colonel Lohman described the 
purpose and objective of the Air Corps 

dvanced ing School in general, 

On the fo —. Thurs » Captain 
Burton M, Hovey, Jr., Air Corps, Chief 
of the Pursuit Section, and lst Lieut. 
John H, Ives, Air Corps, erations 
Officer of the Attack Section, were 
similarly interviewed, and they de- 
scribed the history, organization, and 
role peages, by their respective branch- 
es of aviation, as well as the methods 
employed in training the students of 
their respective sections at the 
te Says b 23rd, Captain 

n Thursday, February 23rd, Ca 
Russell E, Randall, Air Corps, Chief of 
the Observation Section, was slated to 
be heard over the same radio facilities 
on Observation Aviation, and the course 
and methods of instruction employed by 
his Section in training Airplane Pilots 
and Airplane Observers, 

The following week it is expected 
that Major John V, Hart, Air Corps, 
Chief of the Bombardment Section, will 
bring this series of radio broadcasts 
to a close, From all reports, this 
series has been well received by the 
general public. 06 

a 


Big Truck (Continued from Page 10). 


the State Highway Police of these 
States, and all other traffic officials 
along this entire route, for the cour- 
teous and able assistance they rendered 
at all times in facilitating the pas- 
sage of this giant <a 

: . ~——900--— 
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AIR CORPS PRIVATE HONORED 


In recognition of his skill in the 
use of the Army .45 caliber automatic, 
an Air Corps enlisted man was honored 
at the 113th Annual Old Guerd Reception) 
and Ball, held at the Hotel Cominodore, 
New York City, on the evening of Fri- 
day, January 27th. 

Private First Class, Specialist Third, 
Class Stephen L. Kross, 97th Observa- | 
tion Squadron (Corps & Army), stationed'| 
at Air Base Mitchel Field, Long Island, | 
New York, won the highest individual 
honors of the 1938 New York State Pis- 
tol Leet with a score of 291 out of a 
possible 300. He was awarded a hand- 
somely engraved silver loving cup, pre-| 
sentation of which was made at the Old 
Guard Ball by Major General Hugh A. 
Drum, commanding the Second Corps Area. 

The state-wide pistol meet was con-. 
ducted under the auspices of the New 
York National Guard at Camp Smith, 
Peekskill Mountains, N.Y., during the | 
month of October,1938. The Regular | 
Arry "L" courses were used, involving | 
both slow and rapid fire phases at dis-| 
tances of fifteen and twenty-five yards. 
The competition was open to all comers — 

---0 


| caliber automatic. 
| Corps ratings include 





FOR SKILL WITH PISTOL 


| and included representatives from mil- 
itary, police and civilian teams. 


Private First Class Kross fired as a 
member of the Nassau County Police team, 


| which garnered top team honors of the 
' 1938 meet, and in the individual compo- 


tition he represented his army 
organization. 

This soldier's military record dis- 
closes long interest and marked success 
with the use of military weapons. Dur- 
ing three years with the Field Artil- 


lery in the Hawaiian Islands, he wes 
| qualified repeatedly as Expert Gunner 
| and Pistol Expert. 


In 1922, while sta- 
tioned with the 25th Bombardment Squad- 
ron at France Field, Panama Canal Zone, 
Private Kross won the high individual 
honors in the Panama Department pistol 
elimination, using a standard Army .45 
His present Air 
ualification as 
Expert Acrial Machine Gunner and Pistol 
Expert. Ee is performing duty as air- 
plane and engine mechanic in his squad- 
ron engineering section. 

Prior to enlistment, Kross resided in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Oo--- 


NEW UNOFFICIAL WORLD'S FASTEST FLIER 
By the Barksdale Field Correspondent 


To Second Lieut. Troy Keith, Air Re- 
serve, SOoth Pursuit + es > GHQ Air 
Force, Barksdale Field, La., goes the 
dubious distinction of.being the 
world's fastest:flier. It will be re- 
called that about a ries te ad he Lloyd | 
Child, Curtiss-Wright test pilot, at- | 
tained a speed of 575 miles-per hour 
while testing a plane for the French | 
Government. On Monday, February 6,1939,, 
this record was bettered by approximate-| 
ly SO miles per hour when Lieut, Keith, 
while flying at an altitude of 28,000 
feet, lapsed into semi-unconsciousness, 
due to the lack of sufficient oxygen, 
and went into a power dive, on re- 
gaining consciousness, Lieut, Keith 

ound himself at an altitude of 15,000 
feet, with an indicated speed of 500 
miles per hour (corrected to 625 miles 
per hour), Due to the terrific speed at 
which the plane was traveling, it re- 
quired another 6,000 feet of altitude to 
make the pull-out from the dive. 

An examination of Lieut. Keith by the 
Flight Surgeon at Barksdale Field, after 
the flight, disclosed that the pilot was 
normal in every respect and had suffered 
no ill effects from the dive. This oc- 
currence refutes the statement of a 
radio commentator, made recentl to the 
effect that such a speed and sat out. 


| be ——ae 
| pilots and p 
| small measure. 


| Keith was flying is ver 





means about three days in the hospital 
for the pilot. Either that, or it must 


ed that Barksdale Field 
anes can take it in no 


The P-36A airplane which Lieut, 
nZ similar in 
type to the airplane which made the 


| former record of 575 iles per hour. 


DEATH OF LIEUT, WILBUR D. CAMP 


On the afternoon of February 9, 1939, 
Lieut. Wilbur D, Camp, Air Corps, died 
as a result of shock and exposure after 
the sailboat in which he was riding 
caper on Cross Lake, near Shreveport, 

a. 

Lieut. C was born in Waco, Texas, 
on March 8, 1914. Following his gradu- 
ation from Nortn Texas Agricultural 
College in 1934, he entered the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School at Randolph 
Field. . He received his wings upon con- 
pletion of the Advanced course at Kelly 
Field on March 1 , 1937. He specializ- 
ed in fursuit Aviation. Ordered to 
Barksdale Field, La., for active duty, 
he was assigned to the 79th Pursuit 
Squadron, 20th Pursuit Group, GHQ Air 
Force. He was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the Air Reserve on March- 


det, 1937, and in October, 1938, he 
was commissioned a second lieutenant 


|in the Air Corps, Regular Army. 
— err oBo. A.C. 











Chanute Field is a level spot on the 
Ylains of Illinois and, although the 
buildings utilized for the Air Corp- 
Technical School are of wood and what 


is vulgarly known as "war-time construc+ 


tions", serious efforts were put forth 
by the Civilian Fire Chief, Herman A. 
Bsors, Q.M.C., to keep the Old Red De- 
mon-Fire away from our doors. 

The Chief may have been seen on any 
and all occasions poking into a build- 
ing, examining the fire fighting equip- 
ment, holding drills to determine the 
length of time necessary for his smoke- 
ooenes laddies to unlimber the hose 
and place a stream of water on his sim-| 
ulated conflagration. : 

' It was an impressive sight to watch 

the Chief, bald pate shining in the 

_ bright sunlight, stop-watch in hand, 
pull an alarm box and have his boys hop 
to it in an effort to clip seconds from 

the. last run to the same Camnkian. 

The Chief, his fierce eyes ares, 2 
would stand around with agony plainly 


etched on his countenance, loudly voic-|~ 


ing his disapproval of the ‘tactics and 
technique displayed by the "fighters" 
in attempting to hook up a hose or play 
an extinguisher on the theoretical 
flame. Everything must be done just 
so, and one little slip would draw a 
growl from the Chief. 

There is no question but that the 
Chief believed in preparedness. His 
equipment were shining things of beau- 
ty and efficiency. He rarely wandered 
far from his appointed place of duty, | 
and if not found in the Fire Station, 
he could be readily located in the Mess 
Hall or the War Department Theatre. 
Alas, The Fire Station is no more! 

On January 14th, the Chief gave the 
post the once over and, with smug sat- 
isfaction, decided that all was under 
control. ‘Little did he realize the 
- fate that was in store for him as he 
mounted his trusty new Oldsmobile and 
headed north to see how the boys in the 
Windy City of Chicago were getting 
along with their problems. Tooling 
northwards, the Chief toyed with the 
idea of calling on the Fire Commission- 
er and offering gratuitous advice anent 
the lessons learned during the past, 
but discarded this in favor of a show. 
one @ night's rest in one of the local 

ONG». ; 

Having satisried his aesthetic side, 
the. Chief headed southward to Chanute: 
Field, on the evening of the 15th. He 
gave thought to the Pee fighting or- 


ganization he had at Chanute Field and 
silently wished for an opportunity to 
demonstrate its worth. He was fast 


FATES IS UNKIND AT TIMES 


.and, operati 





getting drowsy as he neared Rantoul, and 








anticipated the comforts of his downy 
couch in the Fire Station. Yes, the 
Chief even thought of his worthly pos- 
sessions in the Fire House and opined 
he would break out in the new brown 
checkered suit ‘and diamond Fp in the 
morning. The world was decidedly a 
fine place and the Chief was at peace 
with the world. 

The story is ended except that as the 
Chief rounded the entrance to his home 
bailiwick, he learned to his dismay 
that the Fates had indeed.’been unkind 
and that they had unleashed The Old Red 
Demon on the Air Corps Supply, Guard 
House and Fire Station and quickly con- 
sumed them and the worldly goods of the 
Chief, downy couch, checkered suit and 
diamond ring, leaving the Fire Marshal 
and the Commanding Officer to battle 
the blaze he had so long trained to con- 
trol. What a-cruel trick to play on an 
ambitious Fire =. 

-—--—O o--=— 


WING TACTICAL EXERCISES IN HAWAIT 


The high-light of the past several 
weeks in the training activities of the 
Sth Bonibardment Group, Hickam Field, 
T.H,, was the Wing Tactical Exercise 
conducted on January zSth, The Bombard- 
ment squadrons of the Group were dis- 


| persed. to airdromes on the other islands 


while Reconnaissance squadrons operated 
as friendly reconnaissance from a dis- 
persed airdrome on Oahu, A Reconnais- 
sance unit was detached from the Group 
under direct orders from 
the Wing, kept the "hostile" Bombard- 
ment airdromes under surveillance and 
trailed the "enemy" after they left 
dispersed airdromes for attack on vital 
installations on Oahu, 

The defending 18th Pursuit Group, us- 
ing position.reports furnished by this 
Reconnaissance unit, took the air in 
time to intercept the Bombardment as 
they approached the rg target. A 
fierce air battle ensued, during which 
time yards of camera. film were 
"fired" by both sides and the Bombard~ 
ment eagees Ses its load of bombs on the 
Ahua Point bombing target, 


. The 72nd Bombardment Squadron in the 
gn lle under the command 
of Major Oliver P. Gothlin, Air Corps, 
was awarded the Department Commander's 
streamer in recognition of attaining 
the highest ae in the 5th Bombard-~ 
ment Group in efficiency during the 
past year. The awards are made at & 
special review to the element of each 
regiment or similar unit which during 
the past training year has had the best 


frecord in all-around efficiency. 
13. ; 
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A new type of Army Air Corps refuel- | 
ing unit has arrived at Wright Field, | 
Dayton, Ohio, from the plant of the 
manufacturer. The unit consists of a 
truck with two tank semi-trailers at- 
tached. The purpose of this new en- 
larged unit is for the supply of fuel 
in larger quantities for servicing the | 
airplanes of larger types. Two tank 
trailers are to be supplied with each | 
truck. They will be used alternately, | 
one being kept on the field for refuel- 
ing purposes while the other is being 
towed for refilling to and from the 
source of fuel supply. This arrange- 
ment permits one tank containing fuel | 
to be available at all times. 

The truck and tanks were designed by | 
engineers of the Materiel Division. | 
The truck has six wheels, with six- 
wheel drive and dual tires. <A separ- 
ate hand control air brake for each 
unit permits operation over hilly and 
icy roads. The truck is equipped with | 
the standard hand inertia starter which! 
is used on airplanes. This is in ad- | 
dition to the regular conventional 
electric starter and is intended for i 
emergency use in case of a rundown bat-' 
tery. There are ten forward speed © 
shifts and two reverse shifts with 
overdrive. 
is 35 m.p.h. 


| 
The maximum sustained speed) 
A low speed of m.p.h. | 
provides a maximum pulling power. | 
The two semi-trailer a 2 tanks have | 
a gasoline capacity of 4,000 gallons 
each. Each is equipped with a dual 
pumping system powered by a 24=—hp. air-| 
cooled engine. A right-angle drive 
gear box operates the two pumps. | 
Strainers, meters of 5,000-gallon 
range, standard Air Corps fuel segre- 
gators, power-driven hose reel with 23- | 
inch capacity hose 75 feet in length | 
are other items of equipment. Internal | 
valves are installed which close when 
the rear compartment doors close. The | 
control system provides fusing points |, 
which in case of fire will also close | 
all valves. The rear compartments are | 
provided with CO automatic fire ex- 
tinguishing systems. These will oper- | 
ate at a sudden rise in temperature, or; 
in case of explosion, and flood the en-| 
tire compartment with 005 gas. : 
Each tank has four compartments. The 
pumping system pumps from any one of 
these compartments or any combination 
of them. The pumping system is so ar- | 
ranged that. airplanes may be serviced, | 
or airplane tanks evacuated, or fuel 
transferred from one airplane to anoth- | 
er, or gasoline pumped from railroad 
cars with the tank trailer in any posi- 
tion. It is possible to transfer from | 


-14- 


| trailer is 57,000 pounds. 


; Gunners in Course Three, Aerial 


NEW REFUELING UNIT 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


40 to 200 gallons per minute with each 
of the two pumps, giving a maximum sup~ 


| ply for each trailer of 400 gallons of 
| gasoline pér minute. : 


A dolly is provided which converts 
each semi-trailer to a full trailer, en- 
abling the tanks to be towed by any mil- 


| itary vehicle. 


The total gross weight ef tanks and 
This weight 
is distributed over 18 tires. . 

The gasoline tank refueling unit de- 
livered at Wright Field is the first of 
en order for five. It was sent to 
Wright Field for observation en route to 
New York where it will be shipped to 
Hawaii. Others on the order will be 
distributed to various Air Corps sta- 
tions where the larger Bombardment types 
of aircraft are in service. 


---000--— 
MOFFETT FIELD PILOTS QUALIFY IN GUNNERY 
The 82nd Observation Squadron at 


| Moffett Field, Calif., recently had the 


ert 

uunnery: 
First Lieut. Robert Alan, Second Lieuts. 
Potter B, Paige and Kermit A, Tyler, Air 
Corps. Second Lieut. Frederick L.Moore, 


following officers qualify as 


| Air Corps, qualified as Sharpshooter. 


Lieut, Alan shot a high score of 729 


| for the complete course, while Lieut. 


Tyler took honors for the exceptional 


| high score of 229 out of 250 in Phase 


One. 
---000--- 


LECTURE ON WEATHER FORECASTING 


First Lieut. John B, Ackerman, Air 
Corps, commanding the Weather Section 


| Of Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1ll., deliv- 


ered an address on Feb 10th before 
the American Institute of Electrical 


La, pe ney at the Electrical Engineéring 
| Bu 


lding, University of Illinois, on 
the sudject of "Weather Forecasting and 


| its application to Aviation," 


Lieut. Ackerman outlined the weathor 
services of the Army Air Corps, and,in 


| reply, to direct qiestioning.on whather 
aircraft crashes could be eliminated, 


neatly sidestepped by replying that 
crashes due to weather are decreasing 
with each imorovement in the service, 
Lieut. Ackerman outlined weather pro- 
cedure and concluded by informing the 
audience 'that he would stick his neck 


| Out’: and predicted 5 deg. below zero 


for the following morning. His neck 
must have been frozen, since the fickle 
fates only dropped the red line to a 
measley 3 deg. above. 

"Maybe Jehn shouldn't stick his neck 
out," concludes the Chanute Field Cor- 
respondent. 
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RANDOLPH FIELD JOINS TELETYPE NETWORK 


The Post Weather Office at Randolph 
Field, Texas, formally joined the main 
lines of the Civil Aeronautics Authority 
serra Sage at 10:49 a.m., on Febru- 
ary 9th, when the first message was re- 
ceived on the new automatic printers. 

Prior to the installation of addition- 
al eqatpment, the Primary Flying School's 
Meteoro ogi cel Office received all its 
weather observations, and Post erations 
Office dispatched and received its PX 
messages torough its companion field in 
the San Antonio Area, Kelly Field. . 

This system entailed certain delays 
that were unavoidable, and plans were 
made to tie the Randolph Field office 
into the main line of Circuit 18 of the 
tf he? system, Work on the installa- 
tion o 


printers were started late in January 
and completed for the first message on 
February 9th. The mechanical equipment 
of the office now consists of.one perfo- 
rator for automatic transmission, two 
page printers, Model 15, and one tape 
printer, Model 14, 

Circuit 18 of the teletype system cov- 
ers the Atlanta - Fort Worth - Browns- 
ne Airway, with a relay from Atlanta, 

a. 
--~-000--~ 


HIGH PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS COMPLET2 
PRIMARY COURSE AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


Student flight training at Randolph 
Field for the present classes, 39-C and 
39-B, ended on February 14th, somewhat 
ahead of schedule, due to unusually fine 
weather during the greater part of the 
period, Primary Stage, which started 
training with 335 student.officers and 
Flying Cadets, eliminated only 98 for 
failure to meet the standard of flying 
proficiency required, or less than 30 
percent. An additional ten men were 
eliminated for various reasons or re- 
signed, Thus, 70 percent of the stu- 
dent pilots who started flight training 
successfully completed the first four 
months! work, and it constitutes one 
of the highest percentage marks ever 
attained at the Primary Flying School. 

Meanwhile, Basic Stage, Class 39-B, 
started its training last October with 


191 student pilots, pacrudeng three 
foreign officers and two Fly Cadets 
from the Philippine Islands. ing 


this course, 4 student officers and 
22 Flying Cadets were eliminated, and 
165 successfully completed the course. 


During the month of January,1939, the 
Engineering Department of the San Antonio 


a perforator and also additional | 


WEST POINT COMMANDANT OF CADETS VISITS 
RANDOLPH FIELD. | 


Lieut. Colonel C.W. Ryder, Commandant 
of Cadets at the U.S, Military Academy, 
spent several days on an informal in- 
a gag A of the Air Corps Primary 
Flying School at. Randolph Field, Texas. 
The. trip from West Point to Texas was 
made in a BC-l airplane, piloted. by 
Bras tye Robert W. Harper, Air Corps. 

olonel Ryder spent considerable time 
‘at the Flying Cadet Detachment area, 
' during the course of which he inspected 
' methods of housing, feeding, and school- 
| ing the future pilots. Air Corps main- 





"tenance problems also proved of inter- 
| est to the West Point Commandant of 
| Cadets. He accompanied Colonel John B, 


| Brooks, Commanding Officer of Randolph 
Field, on an inspection tour of hangars 
| and airplanes during his visit. 

| Colonel Ryder was also present at a 

| formal inspection of the Flying Cadet 

' Detachument, first viewing the cadets 

' in barracks and later witnessing the 
inspection under arms. 


age Ser 3”, Bee 


FLYING CADET OFFICERS NAMED AT 
| RAUDOLFH FIELD. 


-At a ceremony held in the wey Er 
Cadet Detachment Mess Hall on February 
24th, Lieut. Colonel Edwin B, Lyon, 
Assistant Commandant of the Primary 
Flying School, —e Field, present- 
ed 86 Flying Cadets of the Class 39-C, 
the class enna transferred to the 
Basic Stage, with warrants for their 
appointment as Cadet Officers and None. . 
commissioned Officers for the ensuing 
four months. The awardsof trophies and 
medals were announced at the same time. 


| 
| 


Flying Cadet Herbert W. Peters, of 
re alachia, Va., a graduate of Virginia 
iM itary Institute, was named Battalion 


| Captain. Company Captains, as announc- 


‘ed, wili be Flying Cadets Paul C, 
: Schauer, of Fort ~ Po Ind.; Thaddeus | 
'L. Woltanski, of Chicago, I1li.; 


| Nicholas WN, Metropolsky, of Salem, 
'Mass.; and William W. Walmsley, of New 
| York City. 

| Thirteen Cadet Lieutenants, four 

| First Sergeants, 30 Cadet Sergeants and 
| 34 Cadet Corporals also were announced. 
| Flying Cadet Jack C, Jones, of Dobbs 
| Ferry, New York, a member of the Class 
| $9-B, which is transferring to Kel 

| Field, was awarded the Catlett Meda 

| for Soldierly Efficiency, Flying Cadet 
| William B, Reed, of Kintnersville, Pa., 
| was awarde e ams Me or 

| ded the Willi Medal f 

' Athletic Development, and Flying Cadet 


| Harvey E, Greiger, of Wanatah, Indiana, 


Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, overhaul- was given the Casino Club Medal for 


ed 10 airplanes and 94 engines and re- 
paired 32 planes and 6 engines. 


-b- 
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A TRUE SUCCESS STORY 


The story of a boy born and reared on 
a farm in San. who yearned to become a 


pilot, and who served in the Army almost ther record 
pees before he achieved his ambi-| vanced training at the Air Corps Advanc- 


eight 
tion, is that of 2nd Lieut. Dwight 
Francis Lewis, 25, Air Reserve Officer, 


who recently graduated from the Advanced 39-8, consists of 166 students. 


Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas. 


orn near Corning, Iowa, Lieut. Lewis 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


| 





KELLY FIELD GETS ANOTHER RECORD CLASS 


Orders were received from the Air 
Corps Training Center, assigning ano- 
class of students for ad- 


- 


ed Flying School, Kelly, Field,. Texas, 
This class, officially known as _— 
Two 
Regular army Officers, one Philippine 
Flying Cadet, and 45 U.S, Army 


Ari 
had his first trip in the air at the age) Flying Cadets will. specialize in Attack 


of 12 in a barnstorming plane, but even 
before that he wanted to become a pilot 

because he had heard of the exploits of - 

his cousin, A.L. McClain, who was an in- 
srcnotor at Kelly Field during the World 
ar, 

In order to learn something about air- 
plenes and to be close to them, Lieut. 
Levis enlisted in the Air Corps at— 
Chanute Field, I1l., on March 28, 1931, 
and a year later graduated from the Air 
Corps Technical School as an Airplane. 
and Engine Mechanic. 

He was then transferred to the 52nd 


School Squadron at Randolph Field, and 
he served there as an enlisted man until 
he passed an examination and became a 


fs ng Cadet on March 1, 1938. But 
while he was an enlisted man he attended 
the San Antonio Public School of Law at 
night for a paasoe of three years, grad- 
uated with the Bachelor of Law degree, 
and was licensed to practice law in 
. Texas... His examination to become a Fly- 

ang Cadet would have been mpneoneonry 

had.the school he attended been affili- 
ated with the American College Associa- 
tion. But as it was necessary to take 
the examination, Lieut. Lewis studied 
harder than ever and wns more cetermined 
to become a Flying Cadet, and his ef- 
forts were rewarded by passing the en- 
trance examination, Then he successful- 
od completed the year's flying course of 
the Air Corps Training Center, graduat- 
ing as a member of the Attack Section. 

ieut. Lewis' brother, Lieut. David 
L. Lewis, is also an Air Reserve officer, 
having graduated from Kelly Field last 
June. Another brother, Corporal Arthur 
B, Lewis, is a member of the llth Air > 
Base Squadron at rs-+ wea Field. » 
, g ——=OU0—-—— P 


The construction of the two new bar- 
racks in the Yiying’ lades Detachment 
. area at Randolph Field, Texas, is, to 

outward appearances, almost completed. 
The east barracks will be completed and 
turned over officially by the contractor 
about March 15th, the News Letter Cor- 
respondent believes, The west barracks, 
started about eh mre later than the 
first, is maintaining its relative prog- 
ress and should be available for occu- 
Pancy about May lst, next. —~ | 


—— Onmwee . 
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‘at Kelly Field on February eoth, 


Aviation; two Regular Army Officers and 
68 U.S, Flying Cadets will train 
with the Bombardment Section; two Regu- 
lar Army Officers, one Philippine Army 
Officer, one Philippine Ar Flying: 
Cadet, and 20 U.S. Army Flying Cadets 
will train with the Observation Section, 
while one Philippine Army Officer and 
55 U.S. Army Flying Cadets will receive 
"high flying 'pea shooter! Pursuit" 
trainings. i 

This class was scheduled xo repors 
an 
the pariod to include February 28th 
was to be-utilized for processing stu- 
dents, etc., with flying training 
Slated to begin on March lst. Gradua- 
tion Day for this class has been ten- 
tatively set for May 31, 1939, and the 
Kelly Field Correspondent expresses 
the hope that Old Sol will give this 


section of the country,a break by. hang- 


| 


‘hours in record: 


! 


| 


j 
; 


; 
| 
| 





Jon A, Laird, 30, 
| J.H,--Mueller, .28, . 


ing around, thereby affordi this 
class an opportrmuity to complete its 
prescribed course and allotted flying 
time,. 

---000--~ 


‘ MORS RESERVE. STUDENTS COMPLETE 


REFRESHER COURSE. 


The following-named second lieuten- 
ants, Air Corps Reserve, completed: the 
special refresher course: of instruction 
for Air Corps Reserve officers at the 


‘| Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly 


Field, Texas, on dates and in the 
specialized: branches of aviation indi- 


' ceted, and were assigned. to the sta- 


tions. shown after their respective 


names, viz: 

+s Bombardment — 

Fred M, Adams, SI, Burbank, Calif.; 
Waco. Texas; Alvin 
Seguin, Texas, and 
Luther E, Thomas, 29, Austin, Texas, 
on February 4, 1939, and to Hamilton 
Field, ‘Cal f. } 

Attack 


‘Don ‘D. Cascio, 30 » Staten Island, 





'N.Y,., January 28th, returned to civil 
| life; Joseph R. DeLaume, 27, Port: 





al 


Arthur, .Texas; Robert H.: Monroe, 34, 
Los eles, Calif.; and Charles A. 
Watt, 33, Detroit, Mich., on February 
» 1939, and aval ting orders. 
Pursuit 


John.A,H, Miller, 35, Gotteyrt aie, 
| Kans., and Lewis M,- Sanders, 31, of 
(Continued on Page 17) 
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GUATEMALA AIRMEN VISIT PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


Ten airplanes of the Guatemala Air 
Force landed at Paitilla Point Airport 
near Panama ek at 1:45 o'clock on the 
afternoon of February 9th. The flight, | 
under the command of Colonel Henri 
Massot, was on a good-will tour of . 
Central America and bore 4 message from 
General Jorge Ubico, President of Guate- 
mala, to President Arosemena, of Panama, 
The Guatemalan Squadron, flying five 
Waco biplanes and five Ryan monoplanes, 
was met in the vicinity of Rio Hato and. 
escorted to the Panama airdrome by the: 
74th Attack Squadron, led by Lieut. 
Colonel Willis H, Hale. After circling 
Panama City, the planes landed.on the 
airdrome, where an array of officials 
of the Republic and of the Canal Zone, 
Army officers and diplomats were gather-| 
ed to meet them. Later, the fliers were | 
escorted to the Union Club in Panama 
City, where they were the guests of 
Foreign Minister Garay at luncheon, 

On the following day, the Guatemalan 
officers called on the Governor of the 





| 
Canal Zone, the Commanding General of 


the Panama Canal Department, and: the 

In the evening they were guests at 
the home of Colonel Hale, Commanding 
Officer of Albrook Field, where a 
were presented to the officers of the 
post. A dance was held in honor of the 
visiting officers at the Officers' Club, 
Post of Corozal. The eee had been 
flown from the commercial airport to. 
Albrook Field in the late morning. 

The third day of the visit was taken 
up in sight-seeing, In the evening the 
visitors attended a dinner dance at the 
Vnion Club, Early the next morning, the 
planes took off for San Jose, Costa Rica, 
on the first leg of the flight home. 


---000~—— 


LIEUT, PROXMIRE PLUNGES TO HIS DEATH 


On February 19, 1939, Second Lieut. 
Magnus B, Marks, Air Reserve, of: the 
17th. Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, 
Mich., saw his companion and very close 
friend, Second Lieut. Theodore S. Prox- 
mire, Jr., Air Corps, of the 27th Pur- 
suit Squadron, plunge to his death in 
his plane into the Lake Santa’Fe, Fla. 

Lieut. Marks made a forced landing 
nearby in his endeavor to render aid, 
but to no avail, in spite of the crowd 
that had formed at the scene of the ac- 
ogi afterwards to try to recover the 

ie) e 
Both pilots were enroute to Valparaiso, 
Fla., from Jacksonville, Fla., to join 
the First Pursuit Group, which was en- 
gaged in both aerial and ground gunnery 
practice. 

Lieut. Proxmire was born on August 29, 
1913, He attended the Hill School at 
Pottstown, Pa.; Yale Uns eee es and 
graduated from Randolph and Kelly Fields. 


| found it necessar 


His only living parent, Dr. T.S. 
Proxmire, resides at Lake Forest, I1l, 

"Lieut. Proxmire's vacancy will be . 
most difficult to fill," declares the 
“Selfridge Field:Correspondent, "and — 
he will be missed by the whole field 
as well as the 27th Squadron," 


waa Q0om— 


NAVIGATION TRAINING FOR INSTRUCTORS 


In the interim between classes at the 
Air. Corps Primary Flying School at - 
Randolph Field, Texas, almost one hund- 
red instructors and other permanent 
econ pigs aro on navigation 

lights as part of the annual War De- 
partment Training Directive. . 

Practically every Air Corps station 
in the United States will have been 
visited by at least one Randolph Field 
BT-9 between February 15th and March 
10th, when training will be resumed on 
the Primary Stage. . Destinations as far 
distant as Pearson Field, Vancouver 
Barracks, Washington; Boston Airport, 
Mass., and Chapman Field, Florida, were 
on the clearances issued by Post Opera- 


| tions Office. 
Commanding General of the 19th Wing. | 


The instructors on the Basic Stage 
to curtail their 
flights, due to the commencement of 


| student training in that department on 


February 25th. 
; ---000--- 


Students Complete Refresher Course 
sana tinied teat Peace Tey. 


San Antonio, Texas, on January 28th, 
and to Selfridge Field, Mich. 

There were a total of 24 Reserve of- 
ficers trained at Kelly Field during 
| the period of instruction of the regu- 
| lar class of students (No, 39-A), It 
| is anticipated that an additional 18 
| Reserve officers will arrive at Kelly 
| Field shortly to pursue a similar 
[cPeeme of ceeaaiyenee~ > 

---000--- 


| PURSUITERS RZGRET DEPARTURE OF PB-2A'S 





' "Very shortly," declares the Correspon- 
| dent of the 36th Pursuit Squneres, 
| Langley Field, Va., "we will lose our 


' |old friends, the PB-2A's, which have 


stood by us for more than two years, We 
are sorry to see our faithful steeds 
leave us, and hope that they are treat- 
ed with respect-in their new home at 
Maxwell Field. The new P-36A's, re- 
ogo for the PB-2A's, are just 

ike new one-year old colts, always 
wanting to kick up their heels and get 
gorne: Everyone is well pleased an 

opes that we have room for all of this 
expansion in the Air Corps, so our 
steeds can have a roof over their 
heads. " 

---000--- 
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Since the publication in the February 1st is- | Trogper,. Earl Joseph 
sue of the Air Corps News Letter of the list of | Wilson, Richard Rupe 
| Schaller, Otto Eenry 
| Williams, Yilliam Frederick 
gin training at the Primary Flying School, Ran- | Hill, George Dourian 
| Larson, Nis Rodney 
| Tyler, Charles Matthew 
among which being their inability to wrest the | Oliver, Harry 


candidates selected by the Chief of the Air. 
Corps for appointment as Flying Cadets, to be- 


dolph Field, Texas, on March 1, 1939, 59 of 
these young men, for various reasons, chief 


monkey wrench from the grasp of ‘Dan Cupid," 
declined such ointment. Married men are not 


eligible under the regulations for appointment | Black, Harry Gean 
as Flying Cadets, but Cupid bides his time and | McKemie, Jack F. 


manages to exact some measure of revenge when 
Flying Cadets graduate from the Training Center 
and are commissioned in the Air Reserve. As a 
result, the marriage license clerk in San 
Antonio is generally a busy individual around 
graduation time. 
Because of Cupid 


flying training at the Air Corps Training Cen- 
ter, there was one instance where an entire 
State delegation was wiped off the original 
list of prospective students - West Virginia. 
Connecticut's original delegetion of seven 





| 
' 


| 
; 
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CHANGES IN THE MARCH CLASS AT RANDOLPH FIELD | Lang, Donald Washburn ° 





Falls City, Neb. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Oklahoma City, Okle. 
Oklahoma City; Okla. 
Okmul gee, Okla. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Yeadon, Pa. 
Providence,RI. 
Charleston, S.C. 
Hamer, S.C. 

Ridge Spring, S.C. 


Schwartz, William 


Boatwright, L.T., Jr. 


Milner, Robert Rutherford Memphis, Tenn, 

Galveston, Texas 

Hearne, Texas 

; Byrd, Hilton Homer Kilgore, Texas 
Fairbank, John Griffin Seattle, Wash. 

‘Franz, J. Howard Grafton, W.Va. 

Dawson, James Stenger Morgantown, ‘. Va. 

Griffith, Frank T. St. Albans, W.Va. 

Koonce, Pvt. Swegker Henkle Spindale, N.C. 


's activities among the young: 
men who had entertained the hope of undergoing: |; 


i 
i 
| 


1 


students was deadly decimated, but one lone stu-| 


dent remaining. 
The candidates who declined 

listed below, as follows: 

Foshee, Ben Crum 

Walls, James id. 

Clinch, Downey C. 

Goff, Boyd Matthew 

Price, Jerald Clifton 

Ciccalone, Thomas Jemes 


| appointment are 


Red Level , Ala. 
Magazine, Ark. 
Grass Valley, Calif. 
Sacremento ,Calif. 


East Hartford, Com. 


Olshesky, John James East Hartford, Conn. 
Granberg, Edwin C., Jr. Greenwich ,Conn. 
Cavadine, Octavius John North Haven, Conn. 
Boetcher, John Edward Stratford, Conn. 
Sutliffe, Thomas Fenry Waterbury, Conn. 


Fill, James Wilborn Washington, D.C. 


Fort Collins, Colo. | 


Adams, Benjamin C. , Macon, Ge. 
Bevington, Frank Clark Boise, Idaho | 
Poulson, Paul Herman, Jr. Boise, Idaho ' 


Large, Jackson Douglas 


Pocatello, Idaho 


Bankmen, Jack A. Chicago, Ill. 
Priestly, Ralph B. Chicago, Ill. 
Floyd, Harold Marcus Tamalco, Ill. ° 
Swinehart, Marion Louis South Bend, Ind. 
Buis, Kenneth Leon Terre Haute, Ind. | 
Underwood, Robert W. Terre Haute, Ind. : 
Eyres, William Gordon Ames, Iove’ 
Trigg, William J. : Hedrick, Iowa’ 
Parsley, Harold Vincent Hornick, Iowa! 
Ford, Eugene Matthew West Bend, Iowa 
Steele, Gordon K. Columbus, Kans:' 


Lowe, Robert Clyde 
Jenkins, Charles Frank 
Frazier, Thomas ¥. 
Lensing, Williem E. 


Wichita, Kans. 


Bynum, Richard E. . Arabi, La. 
Norwood, Albert li. elousas, La. 
Bow, Thompson Faxon South Portland, Me. 
Sullivan, John G. Brighton,: Mass. 
Crust, Robert W. Brainerd, Minn. 
Cooke, Chester Guy, Jr. Oxford, Miss. 
Hosford, Jack Cunningham Columbia, Mo. 
McCorkle, Leon Marshall _ . Salisbury, Mo. 


Larson, Robert Sherman Thompson Falls, Mont. 


Bowling Green, Ky. | 
Jefferson Town, Ky. | 
Louisville, Ky. ' 


| 


H Jack, Lewis N. F : 
. Dorn, George Eldred 


-18- 


Battery D, 4th.F.A., Fort Bragg, N.C. 
Candidates selected for Flying Cadet ap- 


| pointment,to replace those who declined to 
/ eaecept same, are listed below, as follows: 


Civilians 
Preininger, Clair B. Los Angeles, Calif. 
Sherwood, Frederick Herren Los Angeles, Calif. 
Jackson, Daniel Miles South Fasadena, Calif. 
Lee, Walter Aloysius New Haven, Conn. 
Murray, Burton W. DeFuniak Springs, Fla. 
King, James Neil Gainesville, Fla. 


Kiser, Marion J. Quitman, Ga. 
Yow, Jones duBignon, Jr. Toccoa, Ga. 
Ensign, Lewis Flank Boise, Ideho 
Sizer, Richard Lucius aign, Ill. 
Lacey, John William Chicago, Ill. 
Omens, Norman Harry Chicago, Ill. 
Heggy, Edward LeRo Divernon, Ill. 
Martin, Leonard Melcher Newton, Mass. 


Wakefield, Mass. 
Webster Groves, Mo. 
Lexington, N.C. 
Barnsdale, Okla. 
Stillwater, Okla. 

. Tonkawa, Okla. 
Goble, Ore. 
Lansdowne, Pa. 
Greenwood, S.C. 
Flandereau, S.D. 
Abilene, Texas 

San Antonio , Texas 
Burlington, Wis. 


Little Rock, Ark. 


Atwell, Lawrence Austin 
Bohn, John W., Jr. 
Brannock, J. Frank 
Davis, John Elmer,. Jr.. 
Alexander, Eugene S. 
Peck, Gaillard Ray 
Jowdy, Yilliam John 


Chamberlain, Charles Henry 
Fletcher, Waldo Brown,Jr. 
Beers, George Albert 
Noble, Gail Lewis 
Hall, Conway Scott 


Martin, John Byrd Atlanta, Ga. 
Forter, Edward F., Jr. Chicago, Il. 
Welsh, Albert M. - Dalton City, Ill. 
Howorth, Arthur James Dyer, Ind. 
| Miller, Richard Ewing Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Hawthorne, Earl Coe Abilene, ° 
Broidy, Vinton Edward Baltimore, Md. 
Kaliher, Russell E. - Bemidji, Minn. 


DeKin, Donald G. 
Sutton, James Harold 
Boyle, Paul C. 

Ruhf, Richard C. 
Parks, Russell Nixon 
Griffin, Lovyis G. 


Ilion, N. Y. 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Fargo, N.D. 
Allentown,. Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Anderson, §.C. 


Contimied on Fage 19 
V~7988, A.C. 
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COLONEL ROBINS ASSIGNED AS COMMANDANT OF THE Changes in New Class at Randolph Field 
AIR CORPS TRAINING CENTER. . er (Continued from Fage 16) 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent | 








‘| Lee, James Ls Brookings, §&.D. 

Orders effective February 20, 1939, Soliqving Yeager, William ‘Henry, Jr. San Antonio, Texas 
Colonel A. W.: Robins from duty as Chief: of the | Whitman, .John R. Sweetwater, Texas 
Materiel Division, removed one.who during his | Gill, J.. Yeston Richmond, Va. 
term of service had become friend as well as | armen, Robert B. Larsen, Wis. 
executive to those. with whom he came in daily |. Koti shed aa” Akh Meee 
contact. 4 

As a token of the esteem in which he was held| Privates 
by the City of Dayton, as well as by his ‘asso- | Bedford, Boyce H. Mobile, Ala. 
ciates of Wright and Patterson Fields, a dele- | Hors. and Hrs. Kee Chanute Field,I11. 
gation of Dayton civic and business leaders Proffatt,. Victor J. Los Angeles, Calif. 


called upon Colonel Fobins to express tegen ta Hrs. . and Hgrs. Squadron, 7th Bombardment 
his leaving and wish him future success. Group, Hemilton Field, Calif. 
Mr. Orville Wright, the first person in nageeer Fetes» Henry Richard Worcester, Masi. 





to 1ift an airplane in powered flight, formed vd Air Base Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. 
one of the ‘delegation, Pent to. the occasion an | Culver, Theodore Grant Lincoln, Neb. 
edded honor and dignity. Colonel Robins' new 3a Staff Squadron, Ft. Leavenworth, Kans. 
assignment is that of Commandant of the Air - | Kaufhold, Frank George Hackensack, Ned. 
Corps Training Center, with headquarters at Base Hors. and 2nd Air Base Squadron, 
Ranaolph Field, Texas. Mitchel Field,’N.Y. 

Colonel. Robins came ‘to Wright, Piela as Briga- Faulkner; George 2. Eugene, - Cin 
dier General, Chief of the Materiel Division, lst. Weather Squadron Det., Base Hors. and 
on April 4, 1935, His arrivel was delayed a | 5th-Air Base Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif. 
short time "after his eppointment in order to Croom, Wendell C. Kershaw, S.C. 
enable. him to complete his course of study at Hars...and Hgrs. Squadron, Randolph 
the Army War College. His four-year appoint- | Field, Texas. 
ment as Brigadier General expired January Jl, | Kris, Albert ‘3 Sisseton, SD. : 
1939. During his years of command, nore knew | _ 2nd Weather Squadron, Selfridge Field,Mich. 
him who was not impressed with his attitude of {| Cook, Seth. Rea Salt Leake City, Utah 
friendliness toward the personnel of the Divi- | Hors. and Hgrs. Squadron, 7th Bomb. Group, 
sion and his sense of absolute justice and i ° Hemilton: Ficla. Calif. 
fairness. 3efore leaving he sent a letter of | Boyd, James Kenneth Langley Field, Va. 
appreciation to all employees for the coopera- | llth Air Base Squadron, Langley Field, Va. 


tion he had received. It is hoped that his fu-| Enlisted Men, Other Branches of Service 
ture duties will often bring him back as a | Schokmecht, Edwerd He, dr. 

visitor. Colonel Robins left Deyton for his | 6th Signal Service Company, Selfridge 
new post on February 24th. | Field, Mich. 
| 
| 





The coming of Brigadier General Geotes Ei. According to the latest information avail- 
Brett as the new Chief of the Materiel Division, able in the Personnel Division, Office of the 
was heralded by the pleasantest forecasts con- | Chief of the Air Corps, the March 1, 1939, 
cerning him as executive and associate. He bas | Class at the Air Corps Primary Flying School, 
many friends among those with whom he has come | Randolph Field, Texas, comprises a total of | 
in contact on his various visits at Wright 342 students, of which number 291 are from 
Field. Also, many civilians at the Division | civil life and the remaining 51 are enlisted 
served under him from 1924 to 1927, when he was| men of the Regular Army. 


on duty at Fairfield, Ohio. These have the ---000--- 

highest praise both for his ability and his 

personality. Many who have not come in contact WRIGHT FIELD ENGINEERS HONORED 

with him have received the impression of a -" 

vigorous and cooperative leader. . Word was received on February 2lst at. the 
On the whole, the Materiel Division is made Air Corps Materiel Division of the award of 
up of a group of officers and civilians who the Manly Memoriel Medal to two members of the 

ae chosen their work because they like it and| Division, Messrs. .Opie Chenoweth and A.L. 


are anxious to give the best service in it. To| Berger, as co-authors of a paper entitled 

such a group capable leadership is a blessing. "Supercharger Installation Problems."" This 
That the requirements of such leadership, espe- | paper was selected by the Socicty of Automo- 
cielly at the present time, are most exacting tive Engineers for the honor as the winning 





and difficult to meet is deeply appreciated. contribution for 1938. ‘The paper was origin- 
The Division hopes that General Brett will find! ally presented at a meeting of the Socicty on 
cheerful cooperation awaiting his every need, | June 14, 1938, at White Sulphur Springs. 
and that his stay at Wright Field will be a The Manly Medal is awerded each year by the 
happy one. Society of Automotive Engineers to the author 
General Brett's history, inoluding an exvi- of the best paper "relating to’ theory or 
able war record, is too well known to need re- practice in the design or construction of, or 
viewing at this time. ——— on, aeronautic Power peeee or their 
, ; Silat =] ~ - aAéGe 








parts or accessories.'"' 

Messrs. Chenoweth and Berger are engineers of 
long standing and wide erience in the Power 
Plant Branch of the Materiel Division, and the 
distinction bestowed upon them was most grati- 
fying to the Division as a whole. Mr. Berger 
has been with the organization since April 16, 
1919, and Mr. Chenoweth since August 27, 1923. 

With this award Wright Field is honored for 
the third time in a decade, S.D. Heron having 
been the recipient in 1929 for the outstanding 
paper presented during 1928 on aircraft fuel 

nvestigations, and F. L. Prescott, in 1932, for 
@ description of his work on engine pressure 
indicators on test engines. 

The Medal perpetuates the memory 
M. Manly, a pioneer in the tation of the 
internal co tion engine to aircraft use. 

The telegram announcing the award was sent by 
Mr. J.A.C. Warner, President, Society of Auto-~ 
motive Engineers. ; 


---000--- 
ENLISTED MEN COMPLETE WEATHER SCHOOL COURSE 


The third class of the Air Corps Weather 
School was graduated at Patterson Field, Fair- 


of Charles 


| 


field, Ohio, on Friday, February 24, 1939, con-| 
cluding a six months’ course in modern meteoro-| 


logy and the allied subjects ef mathematics and 
physics. | 

The three students attaining the highest 
standing were: first, Private, lst Class, Jacob 
Follmer, Little Falls, N.Y¥.; second, Private, 
lst Class, Thomas C. Cobb, Jr., Nixon, Texas; 
and third, Corporal August W. Throgmorton, 
Mayfield, Ky. 

Private Follmer had four years' prior train- 
ing in Aeronautical Engineering at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. He is being retained at the 
Weather School as an instructor. ; 

Private Cobb had one year's prior training at 
St. Mary's University, and will be returned to 
Kelly Field, Texas, as a forecaster. 

Corporal Throgmorton is a graduate of Western 
Teachers College, and completed two terms at 
the University of Indiana. He is also a gradu- 
ate radio operator and radio mechanic of the 
Air Corps Technical School at Chanute Field, 
Tll. Corporal Throgmorton is under orders to 
report at the Air Corps Training Center, Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas, for forecasting duty. 

Twenty-five enlisted students completed the 
course. A new class started on February 27th. 

song ipncem 


CAPTAIN McDARMENT JOINS UNIVERSITY FACULTY 


Friends of Captain Corley P. McDerment, who 
retired as an Air Corps officer on September 
30, 1936, for disahility in line of duty, will 
be interested to learn that he was recently ap- 
pointed as head of the public speaking depart- 
ment of Columbus University's Junior College, 
Washington, D.C, 

Captain McDerment served as an enlisted man 
and as a commissioned officer during the World 
War, being appointed a second lieutenant in the 
Air Service on August 22, 1918. Following his 
retirement from active service, he became a 
writer and lecturer. 





HAWAIIAN PURSUITERS FLY OVER MIDDLE ISLANDS 
By the Wheeler Field Correspondent 


Twelve red-cowled airplanes of the 6th Pur- 
suit Squadron taxied out on Wheeler Field, 
T.H., recently, and took off by elements, 
headed for Makapuu Point to initiate new 
members in their first inter-ishkand flight 
around and over the "Middle Islands."' 

A few mimtes later, Ilio hove into view, 
and it wasn't long until we zoomed over the 
vast pastures and pineapple fields surrounding 
panel, gm Field on Molokai. After landing and 
taxying back, we took right off to drag the 
field at Kalaupapa, the home of the leper 
colony. 

Flying besides the vertical cliffs, their 
tops hidden in the clouds, was conducive to 
illusions. Hundred of waterfalls laid their 
narrow silver bands on the face of the lush 

enery, hiding the gray and brown-black 

wa cliffs. Soon the cliffs seemed so near 
that one felt one could reach out and touch 
them They seemed like mounds. One had to 
look at the altimeter twice before believing 
that one was well over 1500 feet high and that 
the clouds above were hiding the top of those 
friendly "little" cliffs. 

Then came Brant, and one wondered how anyone 
could land on the side of that mountain. Over- 
shoot the field and - well, one had better be 
able to swim. Another few minutes of sea 
crossing, and we were buzzing Hawea Point on 
Maui. Then, with the sea on one side and 
densely overgrown mountains and ravines on 
the other, we continued on around to Hana, 
with more buzzing to look the field over. 
Kolekole Peak reared its head above the low 
strata: of white cumlus clouds, so up we 
went. Rare are the occasions when ane can 
fly over Haleakala and examine this kangaroo 
crater with all its baby craters tucked into 
its pouch. 

Wind whistled about our ears as we passed 
over the Summit House and zoomed down on — 
Maalaea. There was just a jump or two from 
there to Lanai, where we brushed our wheels 
through the pineapple bush tops to land in the 
first third of the field. 

After a cigarette and a good old seventh ~ 
inning stretch, we were off for Oahu and home. 
Oahu looked good, too. So the grass isn't - 


alweys greener on the other side of. the fence - 


or islands. 
---000--- 


Special Orders of the War Department an- 
nounce the relief of Lieut. Colonel Clinton W. 
Russell, (Air Corps), General Staff Corps, from 
assignment to the War Department General Staff 
and from duty in the Office of the Chief of 
Staff, Washington, D.C., and his assignment to 
the General Staff with troops and as Chief of 
Staff, GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va. 

Lieut. Colonel Joseph T. McNarney, Air Corps 
is relieved from assignment and duty with the 
7th Bombardment Group, Hamilton Field, Calif., 
end is assigned to duty in the Office of the 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D.C. 
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